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- JAMES OATES of CINCINNATI, ARKANSAS 
Soldier of Fortune and Carriage Maker 


In old Union Cemetery at Cincinnati,Ark., there is a group of graves 
surrounded by an ornamental iron fence and containing an impressive 
monument bearing the name Oates. The marble shaft honors the memory of 
one of the influential men of our county, whose early career was 
steeped in adventure and romance. He was James Oates,noted wagon maker 
of the 70s, 80s and 90s. 


In the same enclosure is the dust of Ellen E. Severs, "wife of James 
Oates" (1847-1867) and her child. There is also his second wife Jennie 
born 1846 and died 1909 — the same year that James Oates passed to 
his reward, 


Ellen E. Severs, the first wife of James Oates am the cause of his 
coming to Arkansas, was the daughter of a Washington County pioneer —- 
Charles J. Severs, who was born Nov. 16, 1811, near Knoxville, Tenn., 
came to Arkansas 1833, and mrried Basima Ballard in 1834. The five 
daughters of Charles J. and Basima Severs married men named Shields, 
Trent, Robb, Oates and Stark. At least one of the girls(Helen) attend- 
ed the Fayetteville Female Seminary. Their only brother, Frederie, 
married Annie Anderson. 


The oldest of the Severs girls, Mary, married H. Shields and moved 
to Sedalia, Mo. Her sister Ellen went up to visit her, shortly after 
the War. Here she met and married James Oates, an Englishman who had 
fought inthe Union army and previously had been on a filibustering 
expedition in Central America with the noted adventurer, . "General" 
William Walker. An account of James Oates' participation in the Walker 
expedition appeared in the Sept. 23, 1904 issue of the Fort Smith Ele- 
vator, reprinted from the Tahlequah Leader. It drew a reply from Oates 
and subsequently from other survivors of the Walker expedition. 


The filibustering violence in which James Oates took part was led by 
William Walker, who was born 1824 at Nashville, Tenn. His father James 
had come from Scotland in 1820, settled at Nashville, and married Mary 
Norvell of Kentucky. 


William Walker studied medicine at the University of Pennsylvania 
and received the M.D. degree in 1843. He then studied law and was ad- 
mitted to the bar in New Orleans. In 1848 he became one of the editors 
and publishers of the New Orleans Daily Crescent. In 1850 he went to 
California, where he fought several duels. He organized an armed expe- 
dition to Lower California (Mexico) where he set up an independ-*t, 
republic with himself as president. He was forced out of hex 
arrested and tried at San Francisco for neutrality violation, but/ was 
acquitted, 
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In 1855 he and his men joined the revolution in Nicaragua and the 
next year Walker had himself inaugurated as president of that country. 
On May 1, 1857 he surrendered to the U.S.Navy, but six months later he 
was back in Nicaragua. His last expedition, of which James Oates was a 
member, was in 1860. Walker was captured and executed. 


The account of Walker's last expedition, published in the Fort Smith 
eeoweuel in 1904, and the Salat correspondence, read as follows: 


WALKER 1S PILIBUSTERERS 


The Elevator copies the pee One from a recent: number of the Tahle- 
quah Leader: i 


‘A picturesque figure in town is Col. James Oats of Cincinnati, Ark., 
aoe tad béen ‘heré several days on business." Col, Oats is one of two 

‘Sole “survivors of the ill-fated Walker filibustering expeditions of 
“1855-58, the other one beirig an Oregon man. He was with Walker in :the 
last fight and surrender. In addition; he has a war record with the 
Federal army in the Civil War, and was at one.time the nominee of Ark- 
ansas Republicans for State Treasurer. Col.Qats, it is estimated, has 
manufactured 15,000 wagons, which have found their way into this 
région; all of then constructed. at:Cincinnati, a Little town of 400 
“people in Washington County, Ark,, where Mr. Oats has engaged in this 
business for probably 20 years. F 


- He steamboated our of Louisville for seven years before the war, was 
~on the sinking ante-bellum river steamer Montenegro, am has partici- 
_pated in numerous other thrilling adventures. Cols Oats, who is an 
“Englishman, has written for the peadem the following brief note on 
Walker's ee . 

.@ ‘nGen. Walker left New Orleans with 97 men on his last expedition | to 
Central America in April 1860. On the night of .August 5,1860, he land- 
ed near Truxillo, Honduras, attacked the town and fort that defended 
‘the place,and the morning of August 6th had captured the town, defeat- 
“ing the Honduras army and capturing the fort. It was an-all night's 
fighting." i 


"General Walker held Truxillo until August 21, when an English war 
cruiser entered the bay and demanded the surrender of Walker and his 
men, Walker refused am that night retreated down the coast followed 
by the’ Hondurian army. During the retreat were fought the battles of 
Linces‘and Roman River, in both of which battles the Hondurian army 
was defeated. Walker surrendered his force to the English commander 
who had followed Walker along the coast with his warship and prevented 
Walker's escape from the mainland. 


"From the time Walker evacuated the fort at Truxillo until he sur- 
rendered to the English on the Tinto or Black River, it was cantinual 
fight night andday. At the surrender there were 65 living, but all 
were sick or wounded. Be: 


"The English war ¢ruiser returned to Truxillo with the prisoners. 
‘Walker was tried by court martial .and shot the next day. The other 
prisoners were held several weeks arid returned to New Orleans . in the 
English man~ -of war, Oct. 20, 1860. | But 64. lived to return. Only 15 of 
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the 64 could walk, the others were all sick or wounded. Walker was 
Shot Sept. 10, 1860. 


"There are but two livingnow who took part in that expedition -- 
Walter Stanley, who now resides at Mono, Oregon, and myself. Svanley 
was wounded in the charge at the fort during the night fighting at the 
taking of Truxillo." 


(Published in the Fort Smith Rvevator, Oct.7, 1904) 


Editor, Fort Smith Elevator: ; 

I-have received a marked copy of your last week's paper, the Eleva- 
tor..In the article copied from the Tahlequah Leader, I find some mis-— 
takes. Gen.William Walker was shot Sept.12, 1860, not Sept.10. I was 
never on the Republican ticket for state treasurer, but was on the 
ticket for secretary of state. Several papers have‘published articles 
I hafe written with regard to Gen. Walker's Hondurian campaign (his 
last one). The Cincinnati Commercial, Baltimore American, Globe—Demo— 
erat, and the Nashville American. 

It is my intention, before I answer to the last roll call, to write 
up a complete and full history of General Walker's last campgign. For 
the number Gen, Walker had with him, no harder fighting has been done 
on this continent sincethe days of Cortez and Pizarro, as he had to 
contend with all the Hondurian forces. 

Respectfully, 
JAMES OATES 
i I was* never coronas but spell my name as written above. 
Cintinnati y Ark., Sept. 26, 1904. 


(Fort Smith Elevator, Oct.14, 1804) 


The recent publication of the letter of Mr.James Oates of Cincinnati, 
Ark., inthe Elevator and other papers has developed the factthat sev- 
eral of those who assisted Walker in his filibustering’ expeditions in 
Central America prior to the War between the States are still alive, 
and that two besides Mr.‘ Oates live inArkansas, One - Dr.D.R.B.Green- 
lee -- lives at Mayflower, Faulkner County, and writes the Arkansas 
Gazette as follows: 


. "In 1855, William Walker, the 'gray-eyed man of destiny', sailed in 
the Vesta from San Francisco with a battalion of filibusterers and 
landed at San Juan del Sur ‘and overran and occupied Costa Rica and 
Nicarauga. Walker's force was captured and returned to the United 
States. In 1857 Walker organized another expedition in New Orleans and 
made a landing at Greytown at the mouth of the river’ San Juan del 
Norte. That expedition occupied forts as far as Lake Nicarauga. Walker 
surrendered to the United States naval authorities. In 1858 he organ- 
ized a third expedition and was captured by the British navy on the 
Mosquito coast, turned over to the Costa Rica authorities and shot. 
His followers returned to this country. I was surgeon on the last ‘ex- 
pedition .and personally knew of the facts." 


Hon, J.M. Hall, one of the representatives of Lee County in the Gen- 
eral Assembly, writes to the Gazette concerning another of the adven- 
turers. He says: "In your News and Interviews of the 2nd instant, it 
is stated that James Oates of Cincinnati, Washington County, Arkansas 
was one of the only two survivors of the ill-fated Walker expedition 
to Central America in 1855. Ido na& know to whom is alluded as the 
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other survivor, but I do know that in Lee County resides a survivor of 
Walker's expedition inthe person of Lieut. John Boyer. Mr.Boyer was 
with Walker through all that wild and suicidal expedition; and having 
a retentive memory, relates many interesting incidents) in connection 
therewith. He was also a brave and gallant Confederate soldier, | en- 
listing in Frashear's company at Moro early in 1861:, that company soon 
after being assigned to the famous old Second Arkansas, Cleburne's 
regiment. Lieut. Boyer served throughout the war with honor and dis- 
tinction." 


=) “Mr. Oates' letter was laid before B.W. McCann of Nashville, Tenn. , by 
Mr. E.0.Griffin, and elicited uhe following response: 


"Col. Oates, it seems, was with Walker's second sek BPs to Cen- 
tral America, Walker was not called the “blue-eyed man of destiny’ but 
the 'gray'. He was driven out of Central America by an advance upon 
him from Laom. The party I was with had nothing to do with his second 
movement, We had enough the first time. I saw Walker afterwards in 
‘Lovisiana, and was surprised to learn that he intended to again mix up 
‘with those countries! troubles. I voted for Walker for president of 
Nicarauga, and his election fired the whole country and: they drove him 
out. His force at one time was estimated at from 600 to 800, but I 
doubt that it was that strong. iI thought the English vessel that took 
stock in the fish was wrong and I think so yet." 


aryyer 
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The James Oates Factory at Cincinnati 


_ Besides making wagons, hacks, buggies and farming tools, the Oates 

‘shop: supplied coffins and caskets for a very large territory on both 
sides of the Cherokee line. Old Union, Rhea, Wedington, Starr Hill, 
Sugar Hill, Ganderville, Gibson, Harrel, the Baptist Mission and West 
and numbers of private family plots. Hundreds of the dear ones of past 
generations -sleep in caskets made by the little Englishman, who came 
to Arkansas because his young wife and little girls are buried in Old 
Union cemetery. The sturdy iron fence that surrounds their graves, he 
made himself after he retired. It testifies to his life-long devotion 
to their memory. 


Mr Oates ‘first went into business in Sedalia, Mo., shortly after the 
war. There he met, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. H. Shields, a daughter 
of Capt. Chas. Severs of Cincinnati, who was a sister of MrsiShields. 
After'a short courtship they were married and lived in Sedalia until 
the death of the young wife and little daughter Ruth. Capt .Severs 
brought them to Old- Union, Cincinnati, Ark., for burial. 


- “Soon Mr. Oates moved to Cincinnati and brought Mr. Geo. Pool; his 
partner, with him’ and set about building up a business that was very 
successful for many years. Mr.Oates bought part of his supplies in St. 
Louis and went there two or three times a year to get them. A large 
part was ordered from New Orleans and brought up the Mississippi and 
Arkansas rivers to Fort Smith or Fort Gibson. Heavy log wagons met 
the boats and it depended on the season as to which landing could be 
used, high water or low on the Arkansas river. I remember them saying 
that when the College was milt, it took six mules to pull the bell up 
the hills. 
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Mr.Oates was Cincinnati's most energetic citizen, kept a crew of men 
busy, amd helped with every worthwhile undertaking. At one time the 
Cincinnati school was among the best. 1876-77. Prof. Tom Welch, a 
brother of Dr. Welch, taught here, as well as Prof.Jno.Mitchell, Capt. 
Jim Bates, Prof. Stuckey, Prof. Busey to name a few. Will Rogers from 
Bissosotes Okla., was a pupil at one time. 


~ Dr. Lacy lived in Cincinnati till near 1880, when he moved with his 
family to Santa. Ana, Calif. Dr.Powell came from Kentucky about 1860. 
His daughters were Mrs « Jno.,Cox and Mrs. Wm. Rhea. One son was Mr, Joe 
Powell -- others i do not know of. Dr, Yates and wife came from Cane 
Hill about 1880. Dr. Webster came a few years later. His wife was Miss 
Jo Green,-aunt of P.R.Green of Fayetteville. Dr, J.F.Gulledge came in 
1889 from Tennessee, just out of Louisville, Ky., Medical College. He 
and his wife, the former Miss Jennie Spence, are now living in Siloam 
Springs, They stayed in Cincinnati till 1909. Dr. James Pittman took 
over in Cincinnati until his death in 1918 or 1919, Dr.Roberson came 
then and since his passing, we must depend on hospitals. 


Cincinnati once had six general merchandise stores, two drug stores, 
two groceries, two fine flour mills, one hardware store, one news— 
paper, two churches, Masonic and Odd Fellows lodges, a good 10-months 
school, one photographer, one jeweler, one barber, two saddle and har- 
ness makers, There were three mail carriers -— J. N. Reed, Jess Alberty 
and the Trident carrier. A feed store and a millinery shop were in the 

_building that we always called the "Music Room", having been built on 
Dr. Lacy's corner for the use of G. Dolgaruki and his famous Band. 


-—- Mrs. Agnes Gilbreth 


Rare Documents Given to the Society 


Mrs. Bess Kell Boynton has given our Society a rare and unusual 
document -- a matriculation receipt of the Arkansas Industrial Univer-— 
sity dated 1879. This beautifully engraved form has a picture of Uni- 
versity Hall (Old Main) overprinted in red, and the seal of the Uni- 
versity is embossed in the upper left-hand corner. The receipt reads: 
"Received five dollars of Miss Sarah Mulholland, matriculation fee in 
Arkansas Industrial University for term beginning Monday,Sept .1,1879". 
The receipt is No.140 and is signed "0.F.Russell, Secretary of Board." 


-O- 


One of the early Certificates of Registration - by the Arkansas State 
Board of Pharmacy has been placed in our WCHS document collection. It 
certifies A.C.MecAdams as a registered pharmacist in Arkansas. The cer-— 
tificate is No.129 and is dated May 22, 1891. The State Board of Phar- 
macy had been established by Legislative enactment just two months 
‘previously (March:22,; 1891). The certificate is signed by W.W. Kerr, 
‘president, and D.W.Holman, secretary, of the State Board.of Pharmacy. 
The original certificate and five renewal cards (1905-1910) have been 
given to our Society by Mrs.Charles H.Stone, who isa daughter of A.C. 
McAdams. Many of our citizens will remember Mr. McAdams! drug stores, 
first on West Dickson-street, then on the East side of the Square, 
When this early certificate was issued, Mr.McAdams was a pharmacist in 
Arkadelphia. 


PERSONALS FROM GOODSPEED 


(The Washingt on County Historical Society will velco further in- 
formation about the following pioneers.) - 


THOMAS J. PATTON ¢ came from Missouri to Prairie Grove. in 1865,. where 
he lived on a farm until 1881 except for five years spent in Fayette- 
ville where he moved to educate his children. He was a member of the 
legislature from Washington County 1874-75 and introduced the.bill to 
refund $16,000 to Washington County, money having erroneously been 
collected as interest on bonds issued for building the University at 
Fayetteville. Two of his five children graduated from the University 
with honors -- Lucy Alice and Martha Josephine in 1880 and/1881, Thos. 
J. Patton was a Captain in Slack's brigade of the Confederate a in 
the battle of Pea Ridge. 


-JOSEPH/R% RUPE HERFORD located in Benton County 1851, after having 
served in the Mexican War. He commanded the Federal militia during 
Fagan's attack on Fayetteville in the Civil War and there suggested -to 
Colonel Harrison to organize companies at home for mutual protection 
and: for raising crops. He raised the first company for this purpose 
(Co.A, Arkansas Home Guards). It was stationed near Rhea's Mill where 
stockades were built and crops raised. After the war he was a merchant 
at -Gincinnati one year. Later he was elected clerk of Benton County in 
1868 and bought-a press and published a Republican newspaper at Benton 
villeinamed the:Traveler. In 1886 he started a store at-his home and 
when ia: postoffice was established in 1887 at Trident on the: Besser 
Benton county line, he was’ made postmaster, 


SAMUEL»and MATILDA (Thompson) WOOLSEY moved from New Madrid, Mo. to 
Hempstead County, Ark. in 1811 and in 1829 moved to Washington County. 
Both Samuel and his father, John Woolsey, enlisted in the same company 
for the War of 1812 and both were at the Battle of New Orleans. John 
Woolsey died 1839 at age 105. Samuel's wife ( Matilda Thompson ) was 
born in Kentucky 1791 and died 1877. She was the mother of 13 children. 
One of her sons, Henry B., was an infant when his parents located four 
miles west of Fayetteville. He married Margaret Neal in 1854 and moved 
to Benton County 1857 where he opened a nursery 1866, later taking in 
his son-in-law, Alvin Dickson, as partner, 


EUGENE WAGER was born 1821 inSwitzerland. He came to America in 1845 
and in Wisconsin formed a close acquaintance with Solomon Juneau, the 
founder of Milwaukee,’ who encouraged him to develop water power and 
mills in several Wisconsin cities. Wager was in Montana 1864 to 1868. 
He then came south and located at Elm Springs. He purchased and re- 
stored the Thornsberry Mill and in 1876 purchased what was then called 
the Valley Mills but changed to Wager Mills on Osage Creek in Benton 
County. He gave his name to the postoffice at that place and also to 
the township. 


THOMAS H. CARTER was born 1852, the son of Wm. M. and Martha (Good- 
now) Carter. The Carters came to Boonsboro from Missouri. Thomas H. 
Carter was educated in Cane Hill College, then taught school four 
years, before entering Baum & Bros. store in Fayetteville. He opened 
his own store at Billingsley, then at Brentwood, then at Delaney. He 
married 1883 Emma Dye, daughter of Richard Dye, one of the first set- 
tlers of Washington County. Richard Dye carried the first U.S. flag 
that was ever carried in Washington County during the War, 


WASHINGTON COUNTY in 1868 CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENT ION 
by W. J. Lemke 


Among the books sold at our Historical Auction April 29 was a copy 
of the "Debates and Proceedings of the 1868 Arkansas Constitutional 
Convention". The book, from the library of the late J.M.Pittman, was 
donated to the Society by Judge Pittman's daughter, Mrs.H.L.Wilkinson. 


The 1868 Constitutional Convention was set up'under the rule of Fed- 
eral occupation troops. The constitution which the Convention produced 
was replaced in 1874 by the Constitution under which our state is 
functioning today (1958). 


I had never read the 1868 "Debates and Proceedings", so I spent a 
couple of hours with this book. And learned some interesting facts. 
The Constitutional Convention of 1868 was composed of 75 members, of 
whom eight were Negroes. Of the 67 white members, only six were born 
in Arkansas. Two of these six native-born white members were the dele- 
gates from Washington County -- C.W. "White" Walker and James M. Hoge. 
Walker was a Fayetteville lawyer, Hoge a physician. They were the same 
age -—— 32, Only one other member of the Convention had lived in Arkan- 
sas as long as they —— 32 years. 


By contrast, Phillips County (Helena) was represented by two white 
men who had come to Arkansas only five years before ami two Negroes 
who had spent three years in Arkansas. Pulaski County (Little Rock) 
was represented by two carpetbaggers and two Negroes, Jefferson County 
(Pine Bluff) was represented by two carpetbaggers, one Negro, and one 
white citizen of 20 years Arkansas standing. 


I have neither space nor inclination to recount the actions of this 
Reconstruction convention. But it was surprising to find 26 pages de- 
voted to the debate on "Intermarriage of the RecPeii That is the head- 
ing of each of 26 Pages’ i 


Walker and Hoge senpea our county creditably in the 1868 Constitu- 
tional Convention. They carried out the promises they made in their. 
joint campaign hand-bill when they ran for election as delegates. A 
yellowed copy of this campaign circular is inthe files of the Wash- 
ington County Historical Society. It is 8 x 11 inches and type-set in 
two columns. It reads as follows: 


TO THE FREE WHITE VOLERS OF WASHINGTON COUNTY 
Fayetteville, Ark., October 29, 1867. 


At the solicitation of numerous 
friends, we have consented to be- 
come candidates for delegates to 
the convention, and take this 
method of announcing ourselves as 
such, 

The issues which divide the two 
political parties are broad and 
distinct and we hold it to be the 
duty of all men to identify then- 
selves with one or the other par- 
ty; particularly is it the duty 
of those who solicit the vote of 


their fellow citizens to- define 
clearly and precisely their posi- 
tion and the views which they 
entertain in regard to the import 
ant. political questions at issue, 

The people have a right to know 
these things and no man deserves 
their support who would shrink 
from making them known. 

By virtue of an act of Congress 
the State has been placed under 
military control, under which an 
election has been called to be 
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held onthe 5th day of November 
next. Under the act of Congress 
the registered voters are author- 
ized to vote for delegates toa 
convention amd also to vote for 
or against a convention. 

If a majority of those voting 
vote against the calling of a con- 
vention, then ‘there will be no 
convention called. Otherwise a 
convention will be held composed 
of delegates selected by negroes 
and such white men’ as have been 
permitted to register, | 

The avowed object of the act of 
Congress is to reconstruct the 
State government, so as’ to dis-— 
franchise a large number of our 
best and most worthy citizens and 
to enfranchise the negro}; to adopt 
an amendment 4f the Federal con- 
stitution which will forever sub- 
ject the State to the ‘rule of 
negroes and their white associ- 
ates. 

To this we are opposed.We think 
it best under existing circum- 
stances not to hold a convention. 
The presentState constitution was 
framed under a proclamation of 
the late President Lin¢oln,andt he 
State of Arkansas reeseridsed as’ a 
State inthe Union both by Mr. 
Lincoln and President Johnson and 
by. the Supreme Court of the’ Uni- 
ted States, and have continued to 
be So recognised. 

’ Congress, she legislative de- 
partment, however, beirg composed 
of a majority of extreme Radical 
politicians,have assumed that the 
states lately in rebellion arenot 
states inthe Union until recon- 


structed and admitted under na-:- 


tional legislative authority. | 
.It is a conceded fact that Con- 
gress has no constitutional power 
to prescribe the qualifications 
of the voters of a State; this 
power has under the Federal Con- 
stitution been expressly reserved 
to the States -- it is for the 
States and notCongress to declare 
who shall ‘or shall not vote and 
hold office under State authority. 
‘Tt is evident therefore that 
this act of Congress is intended 
to force the people of the States 


to do that which Congress itself 


has no power to do. This gross 
and palpable violation of the 
Constitution has been palpably 
rebuked by the popular; voice in 
every State in which an election 
has been held since its passage. 
Maine, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana 
and Iowa have each.since then in 
unmistakable terms indicatedtheir 
disapprobation of this act. of Con- 
gress whilst in several of them 
the direct question of negro suf- 
frage was canvassed and voted 
down -by most. decisive majorities. 
New York, New Jersey and sever- 
al other of the States will hold 
their .election early in November, 
and. there is not a doubt enter-{ 
tained but. that New York and New 
Jersey and perhaps others of the 
States will by most dgcided maj- 
orities repudiate the Radical 


{policy of reconstruction and more 


particularly the right of negroes 
to vote.and hold office in any of 


i ‘tthe States . 


These with many other considera— 
tions which we omit for the want 
of space,induce us to vote against 
a convention, . and if elected, to 
vote against. the enfranchisement 
of negroes: we are quite willing 
to afford them the full benefit 
of the law, inthe protection of 
both person and property, but are 


‘decidedly opposed to their. either 


voting or holding office. 

-Tennessee has been reconstructed 
and admitted as a State -in the 
Union, and with all this under 
herConstitution and laws of negro 
suffrage and negro equality, life 
liberty and prosperity are there 
more insecure than they are in 
Arkansas, Fully entertaining the 
sentiment herein set forth, we 
shall advocate and defend them to 
the utmost of our ability. 

Should our fellow citizens en- 
dorse our views and support us, 
we pledge ourselves to represent 
you faithfully and with whatever 
ability we possess. 

Your Obedient Servants, 


C. W. WALKER 
J. M. HOGE 


WASHINGTON: COUNT Y POSTOFFICES 


2nd Installment 


(Editor's note: This is the official list of postmasters and date of 
appointment, for the US postoffices in the Springdale area. The inform- 
ation is from the original postal records, now preserved in the Nation- 
al Archives, Washington, D.C. The next installment, in the July issue 
of FLASHBACK, will cover the early postoffices of the Prairie Grove - 
South area. —— WJL) 


Lynch's Prairie ‘ 
Albert G. Gregg, 4 Jan., 1859 
(Discontinued 10 Sept., 1866) 


Ever Green 
Maston S. Gregg, 25 July, 1866 
Benson W. Gregg, 15 Sept., 1868 
(Discontinued, 23 Dec., 1872) 
(Re-established, 2 Sept., 1874) 
Benson W. Gregg, 2 Sept., 1874 
(Discontinued, 22 Nov., 1878) 
Wilson M. Davis, 3 March, 1884 
Henry Bell, 30 Sept., 1884 
(Discontinued 20 Oct., 1884. Mail to Springdale) 
(Re-established 3 July, 1896, Henry Bell) 
(Discontinued 21 Aug., 1897. Mail to Springdale) 


Springdale 

Bennett Putman, 2 May, 1872 
Wm. H. Lovelady, 17 April, 1876 
Christopher C. Phillips, 4 May, 1877 
Benson W. Gregg, 5 April, 1881 
John B. Gill, 30 Dec., 1884 
Walter Y. Winton, 28 July, 1885 
Samuel Sevier, 29 May, 1889 

. Thomas J. Davis, 15 April, 1893 
Aaron .L. Thompson, 14 June, 1897 
Walter E. Dodson, 24 Jan., 1906 
Robert C. Mayes, 26 Jan., 1910 
John P. Stafford, 13 June, 1914 
Edwin S. Thompson, 19 Dec., 1923 
John R. Joyce, 1 April, 1932 
J. Arthur Watson, 14 May, 1936 
Robert O. Hannah, 25 June, 1940 


Elm Spring 
Wm. Barrington, 17 April, 1848 
(Discontinued 28 July, 1848) 


Elm Springs 
William Barrington, 19 July, 1850 
William S. Deaver, 21 July, 1853 
Thomas J. Sherman, 27 July, 1858 
Thomas F. Webster, 16 May, 1860 


10 fe, ne Pt Bart 
Elm Springs (Continued) 


Jonathan H. Reavis, 27 March, 1861 
Marinda W. Pearson, 14-Feb., 1866 
James R. Pollock, 2 Dec., 1873 
(Discontinued 16. Oct., 1874) 
(Re-established 6 Nov., 1874) 
_ dames R. Pollock, 6 Nov., 1874 
- James Trotter, 12 Aug., Topi 
Thos, F. Webster, 18 Feb., 1876 
R. L. Ritter, 2 Sept., 1879 
William T. Farrar, 25 Oct., 1881 
Ransom L. Ritter, 25 Jan., 1883 
Benjamin J. Deaver, 7 Aug., 1883 
Wm. V. Steele, 15 Jan., 1886 
James C. Steele, 22 Oct., 1890 he ‘ 
Jacob Ziegler, 26 Aug., 1892 2 
James C. Steele, 21 Apr., 1893 
William T. Mitchell, 16 July, 1895” 
James C. Steele, 4 March, 1896 
(Changed to ELMSPRING, Jan. 1896. Order rescinded by 
Fourth Asst. Postmastér General, 1897) 
Robert Clayton, 15 May, 1897. 
Florence Venable, 3 May, 1913 (Her name changed by marriage 
to Mrs. Florence Venable Goatcher. ) 
Cora B. Delozier, I, July, 1947 


David Walker Bought of Stephen K« Stone 


Fayetteville, Arkansas, 1847 
Hon. David Walker 
Bot of Stephen K. Stone 


Bill from February 17 to November, 1847, totaling $131.11. 
Marked "Paid in full, 29th Jany, 1848". © 


This statement, which covers heavy purchases in the summer of 1847 
of nails, linseed oil, lead, paint brushes, glass, putty, etc., is be- 
lieved to cover supplies for completion of the Walker house, which is 
still standing (1958) on West Center street in Fayetteville. It is 
interesting to note that although David Walker built this fine brick 
house, he sold it a few years later to Stephen K. Stone and it is bet- 
ter known to old-timers as the Stone house. 

More interesting still is the fact that the original statement is in 
the possession of Mr. and Mrs. Wythe Walker of Scarsdale, N.Y. Wythe 
Walker is a direct descendant (great-grandson) of David Walker, while 
Mrs.Walker (Frances Stone) is a direct descendant of Stephen K. Stone. 


The VanHoose Reminiscences 
The Society has a few copies left of "Reminiscences of Bygone Years" 
by Zachariah VanHoose. This is the account of how the VanHoose, Lewis, 
Mankins, Dickerson and other families emigrated from Floyd County, Ky. 
to Washington County, Ark., in the 1830's. Price of the booklet is $l. 


uae 


A Daughter Writes To Her Father 


Letters of Mary Walker 


(Editor's note: The letters below were written by Mary (Mrs.J.D.) 
Walker of Fayetteville to her father, Judge David Walker, while the 
latter was in Little Rock serving on the Arkansas Supreme Court bench. 
There was a close bond of affection between father and daughter, as is 
shown in these letters and in the correspondence in "The Walker Family 
Letters" ( published by the Washington-County Historical Society in 
booklet form in 1956). The letters below consist mostly of family 
trivia, but they contain local names (Jernigan, Buchanan, Vaulx, Pol- 
lard and Hauptman) that justify their publication as local history. 

(Fayetteville readers will note that Letters 4 and 5 fix the date of 
the completion of the Walker house on East Mountain -—- still standing 
and now the home of Miss Ina Knerr -—- as February 1878. Some writers 
have sought to make this house contemporary with the University's "Old 
Main" and the Gregg home on Gregg street, both of which were built be- 
tween 1872 and 1874. 

(The passages that appear below are excerpts from much longer let- 
ters. Omissions are indicated by leaders, thus..... The originals are 
in the possession of J. Wythe Walker of New York, who is a grandson of 
Mary (Mrs.J.D.) Walker, the writer of these letters. -- WJL) 


(Excerpts) k ii 
Home July 7th 1867 
Dear Papa es 

This quiet Sabbath day has almost come to a close without my writing 
to you, which I fully resolved to do this morning. It has been a very 
pleasant and quiet time with David, little Wythe and I, who have been 
at home all day, while Nannie, White, Ned, David, ard their cousins, 
Sue and Kate, with Miss Serena Jernigan, have been out toa large 
meeting, four miles in the country. Sue and Vol went to Sunday school 
this morning, went to hear Mr,Buchanan preach,and came home with their 
cousins, James and Martha. They have been with us all evening and have 
just relieved me of the care of Wythe, and given me a little time to 
write. The negroes too have all been visiting today, which left me'the 
nursing as well as cooking to do. But altho more busy than usual today, 
I have enjoyed myself greatly. . « « »« « « © e 

-I visit but little and have little to communicate that would inter- 
est you. One thing has recently occurred in our neighborhood that may 
be of interest to you. Mr.Robinson, the gentleman to whom you sold the 
Feemster property, has sold out and left For Mo. I do not know why he 
declined remaining. Capt. Jernigan purchased the place, at what price 
I do not know. Old Aunt Eliza went off with Mr.Robinson. Sold most of 
her effects ( her pig amongst the rest ) to Bukie and expects to send 
for the remainder, I never saw her and was entirely ignorant of her 
intention of leaving. Poor old woman, it will not be a year until she 
is trying to get back where she will be provided for in her old age. 

A Donation party was given to Mrs.Bell last week, which proved to be 
quite a liberal affair. Nearly all the citizens contributed (some rad- 
icals too). Her birthday was made the occasion of the presentation of 
the gifts. A handsome cooking stove,with a year's supply of provisions, 
groceries, clothing and other things were given. A&A similar party will 
be given, I think, to Mrs. Fen Rieff. Poor woman, she is certainly much 
in need of assistance... « «<i. « Mary 


12 
Il... 


Fayetteville Jan. 2lst 1876 
Dear Papa 
++»+eYou must have had a very unpleasant trip to Ozark on horseback 
but. perhaps a much safer one than if you had gone in your buggy. 
Your horse came home yesterday.- He was sent up by Uncle John by 
some one passing....» 
eevee Lam very much pleased with our new minister and-his family and 
think them quite an acquisition.to our society. Mr. Vaulx opened a 
private school last week. We wish to send Wythe and Johnny as soon 
as. peeDey. can go. Wythe's eyes are-still too sore to use them in aad 


Mary 
III 
Fayetteville Nov. 4th: .1877 
Dear Papa : < 
I am entirely alone this morning, Sue, Mary, Wythe,.Jack and David 
are at church. Vol took George with him to Mr..Pegram!'s,: and 


David (my husband) went down to see Mr. Buckner this morning ih has 
been quite sick.....+. 

-es1 am alone but, not. lonely. This quiet, is very pteanaeteand gives 
me a little time for reflection. I have been so unwell! lately that I 
have not been in very good spirits and often feel the days and more 
especially the nights pass slowly enough and sometimes wish for a 
change from home and home duties. I have been favored with numerous 
visitors lately. Mrs.Wilson spent ore day with me. Poor woman, if she 
did not possess an unusual amount of fortitude and endurance, .she 
could: scarcely haves ‘borne all the troubles that have come upon her 
this sumer, I viene ‘her by far us erpab ent sufferer in Mr. Adams! 
trouble. er 

- peel Have not. seen. a Gadette: since you left and have. read no account 
of the fair. _ I heard your wheat :was the finest there but the apples 
were surpassed by some from'Crawford County..I hope this is a mistake. 
Washington: County ee iy cannot be excelled in fine apples. 

Mary 
TV. 3 “ 

Fayetteville Feb, 13th, 1878 
Dear Papa 

I thought. that before I, again wrote to you. to be ipl te, fai you of 
having seen Aunt Lucy, . but;-have been unable to go out to her home on 
account of the,condition of the roads. I started out nearly two weeks 
ago, and got as far as Mr.M¢Cormacs when the mud was'so deep that I 
feared to venture farther as I was alone. White promised me today that 
he would go out with me as soon as he thought the road in a condition 
to.travel. It has -been several weeks since I heard .from Aunt Lucy; 
then there had been no change in her condition. Mr.Stockard has re- 
turned ‘to Springfield leaving Rose with her mother. 

We are not yet in the new house. Mr. Hauptman is waiting for the 
window weights to be cast, before he: finishes painting, and as they 
will be done tomorrow, it will not be long until all will be complete. 

Wythe and John are in school and learning well. Mr. Vaulx has 40 
pupils, several boys that have been considered unmanageable at other: 
schools have’ become good quiet pupil's under his care. 

Mary x 
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Fayetteville Feb. 20th, 1878 
Dear Papa 
ee.el am happy to think that your official duties are soon over and 
that my dear Father honored and respected by all who know and appre— 
ciate his worth, will retire from public life and enjoy the rest and 
quiet that his past useful life entitle him to. 


eeeein company with Nannie and Mr.Buckner I went to see Aunt Lucy 
last Monday. We found her quite cheerful and apparently in perfect 
health. I was much surprised to find her looking so well, knowing how 
many long nights of, suffering she must endure. I thought to see her 
. looking worn and thin. She says she still suffers greatly. Nothing is 
being done for her but application of soothing poultices, when she is 
in very much pain, Dr.Pollard prescribed morphine but she is opposed 
‘to taking anything-of the kind, and altho! she has often rested under 
its influence, she did not know she had taken it. Rose will remain 
with her Mother some time. David and John are at work on the farm 
making rails and plowing. I suppose Mr.Stockard has rented his part 
of the farm. I saw some land being cleared that Mr.Buckner thought 
belonged to Rose. 


~eeeel have had all the lumber, brick, mortar and shavings removed, 
the whole yard raked over to remove the small pieces of rubbish and 
the. shrubbery all set out that you brought home. It is raining again. 
As soon as the ground is dry enough, I will have dirt hauled and the 
ground around the house leveled so walks can be laid off and the 
ground round the porch sodded. I have the yard secured from stock 
getting in now. 

Mary 


Third Auction Completes Drive for Funds 


As a result of our three "historical auctions", the Society now has 
the money ($750) for the’ purchase of a duplicating machine and a type- 
writer. This equipment will be installed as soon as we get our offices 
at 124 E. Center St., Fayetteville, in shape. Shelves have been built, 
desk and files installed. The walls are bare but we plan to cover them 
with old pictures and documents. We would especially like to have some 
old certificates, commissions, and land patents, which we will frame 
and display in our rooms. 

Green's Studio has presented the Society with an enlargment of a 
rare photograph -—- a view of Fayetteville fromthe top of North Tower 
of Old Main, taken by Grabill in 1900. We are having this photo -ramed 
for our new offices. We can use other old Washington County photos. 

We appreciate very much the handsome donations of historical relics, 
books, and antiques for our auctions, and the liberal bids made by 
purchasers. We are also grateful for several cash donations to furnish 
our new offices. One of these, a check for $15, has just come from 
Miss Mary Cox of Sanderson, Texas. This kind of support makes all the 
work worth while. 

We will announce the opening of our WCHS office in uptown Fayette- 
ville in a few days. After that, the office will be open on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays. Visitors who want to talk history are welcome. 


LAST WILL of JOHN BUCHANAN 
Dear Mm, Lemice ; 


Mrs. Margaret Ross of Little Rock sent me a copy of John Buchanan's 
will, I became a member of the Pulaski County Historical Society and 
ordered her books on the early settlers of Pulaski County. I found 
them to be very interesting and the product of a great deal of work. 
Also, I mde the usual ‘inquiry about Coleman Cox and his on ae 
John Buchanan. The latter's will reveals some ae epee things. | 
reads ‘as follows: 


(Pulaski County Will Book A, p. 1-2) a 
pail : February 17, 1820. 
John Buchanan of Logan County, Ky., at present sick but of 
sound mind arti memory, makes his last will and testament. To wife 
Ginna during her natural life or widowhood, my negro man, Sampson, and 
my negro woman , Poll, and all household furniture. If wife remarries, 
Sampson goes to my son, Alexander, To son Thomas, $100.00. To son 
Samuel, $1.00. To son James, $1.00. To son William Edmiston, $1.00. 
To son John, $1.00. To son Robert, $800.00. _ To daughter Patsey, now 
Patsey Cox, $1.00. To son Andrew, $100.00. To daughter Margit, now 
Margit Marrs, $1.00. To daughter Elizabeth, negro girl Pennia and one 
bed and furniture. To daughter Nansey, the increase of Poll, willed to 
wife Ginney, fromthe above date, and at Ginney's. death, Nancy will 
have Poll and’her increase from present date. To son Alexander and two 
daughters Elizabeth and Nancy, the balance of my estate to be equally 
divided, after debts are paid. Executors: son James Buchanon am son- 
in-law, Coleman Cox, Signature: John Buchannon,by his mark. Witnesses: 
Coalmari Cox, Jacks. Cox, Alexander Buchannon, Proved in the Pulaski 
Circuit Court Aug. 14, 1820 by Coleman Cox and Jackson Cox. Coleman 
Cox and James Buchanon entered into bond as executors, in the penal 
sum of $4000 with Lemuel L.Currin and Robert Alexander as securities. 
an( joes 


All the records that I have seen in the possession of relatives give 
Margaret Buchanan as the wife of Coleman Cox, as does Mr.Humphreys in 
his book on the Buchanans, but the above will would seem to make that 
Shea smene an error.as Margaret was the wife of Marrs. 


Pen my study. of the census records and Mr.Humphreys! list of the 
children of John Buchanan as taken from the Buchanan Bible, I think 
Coleman Cox's wife was probably the Ann listed as the 10th child. Her 
name probably was Martha Ann as Patsey is the nickname for Martha. The 
following children of Coleman Cox and wife Patsey Buchanan Cox, 
named. their. eldest daughter for Martha -- Samuel Cox, Lavinia Cox 
Pyeatt, Mariah Cox: Morrow, Burwell Cox, and Edmiston Cox (his oo is 
listed in the census record.as MA. , female). 


Ly do not know how the Patsey named in her father's will and the 
Polly Cox who was a charter member of the Cumberland Shhh 
Church of Cane Hill are related. 


Miss. Mary Cox, 
Sanderson, Texas 
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A KANSAS SOLDIER in NORTHWEST ARKANSAS 


by: W. J. Lemke 


Corporal John S. Williams of Co.B, 13th Kansas Volunteers USA, en- 
listed at Troy, Kansas on August 9, 1862 and was discharged 1,075 days 
later at Fort Leavenworth. This soldier fought the. entire war, 1862 to 
1865, in northwest Arkansas, with brief excursions into Missouri and 
Indian Territory. 


‘His experiences differed little from those of thousands of other 
soldiers. Except -- he made a daily entry in a small notebook that he 
carried -- 1,075 entries on the 98 pages of a pocket-size notebook. 


I have had the pleasure of reading and transcribing the diary of 
John S. Williams, It occurred to me that FLASHBACK readers will be in- 
terested in what a soldier wrote during the 1860s. The length ofthe 
diary prohibits its publication in full, 


This Kansas soldier set the tone for his record by pasting a clip-— 
ping on the fly-—leaf of his diary. The clipping bears a quotation from 
Proverbs and reads thus: 

"Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand 
and no man regarded; but ye have set at naught all my counsel, and 
would none of my reproof -- I also will laugh at your calamity; i will 
mock when your fear cometh. -— Prov. i, 24-26." 


There can be no doubt that John S. Williams had a religious upbring- 
ing. Inthree years of war, he seldom missed Sunday church services 
and "Sabbath School", or weekly prayer meetings, unless prevented by 
illness or an emergency like that of Sunday, December 7, 1862 -—- the 
battle at Prairie Grove. For each church service that he attended, he 
gives the preacher's text -- book, chapter and verse. 


Prairie Grove made a deep impression on the young Kansan -— perhaps 
because he helped bury the dead or because his cousin, Thomas Archer, 
died a month after the battle in a Fayetteville army hospital. Thomas 
was 18, On each anniversary of the battle, in 1863 and 1864, there is 
a diary entry that recalls the bloody Sunday at Prairie Grove. 


The diary entries for two weeks in November and December 1862 read: 


Nov. 27 -- Left camp. Passed Cincinnati, Washington County. 

Nov. 28 —— Rhea's Mill, Cane Hill, Boonsburg (sic), following the 
enemy in the mountains bot. of Cane Hill. 

Nov. 29 -- Return to Cane Hill. Seminary is the rebel camp. 

Sun., Nov. 30 -- Cane Hill camp. Preaching from St.John, 3d chapter, 
15th verse. 
- Dec. 1 -— At Cane Hill. Cooking.. Wrote to Anna Beamer. 

Dec. 2 -- Wrote to G.J.Archer and to Miss C.C.Bennett for her broth- 
er Thomas, Was promoted to Corporal. 

Dec. 3 — In camp but struck tents. 

Dec. 4 -— Still cooking in camp. 

Dec. 5 -=-On grand guard. Total eclipse of the moon from 11 p.m, till 
l a.m. of the 6th. 
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Dec. 6 — In camp. Wrote to Lucetta Lane, 

Dec. 7 -- Struck tents and marched out to battle. Battle of Prairie 
Grove. Terrific fight and terrible loss. 

Dec. 8 -— Rested and moved on ta the battlefield. 

Dec. 9 -- Burying the dead. 


John Williams spent the next two weeks in camp at Cane Hill. We pick 
up. his story. on. - 
_ Dec. 24 -—— In camp. Wet weather. Saw a hog with a cloven foot. Wrote 
a few lines to Thos. Archer. : ; 
. Dec,: 25. --: Christmas. Rainy but warm, 
Dec. 26 -- Under marching orders and expect to march on the 27th. 
Dec. 27 -— On the march down Cove Creek. 37 crossings of Cove Creek. 
Dec. 28.-- Marched into Van Buren. Took 4 boats and ‘other property, 
amounting to two million dollars. 
Dec. 29 -- Around Van Buren and marched to Dripping Springs. 
Dec. 30 -- Marched through Oliver's. 
Dec. 31.-- Marched to Hog Eye. 
_ dan, 1, 1863.-- New Year's-day. Marched to Fayetteville and thought 
of .one.year,ago. On, guard. 


Jan. 2 —— In camp and saw Thomas Archer, 
Jan. 3 -— On the march to Elm Springs. 
_and then 


Jan. 9 -— Thomas M. Archer died Jan. 9th, 1863 at Fayetteville, Ark. 
Aged 18 years. In camp, then a night march on the wire road, 

and this summing—up: 

Feb. 7, 1863 -- Died since the battle of Prairie Grove, oe at 
Fayetteville, Ark., up to Jan. 31/63. 


During 1863 the 13th Kansas Regiment marched all over northwest Ark— 
ansas, southwest Missouri and eastern Indian Territory. Here are some 
entries that may be of int erest : 


Feb, 18, 1863 ——;Went 6 town and got my likeness taken. 

Feb. 20 -— Mailed my picture likeness to Miss.B. Postage 6 cts. 

Mar. 6 -- Received 48 dollars 10 cents in pay to Dec. 31, 1862. 

Apr. 6 -- Funeral of our chaplain who died Apr.5, 1863. 

May. 27 -- Saw a man hung. 

June. 30 —— Rainy. Start home on furlough. 

Aug. 9 -- One year past since I enlisted and many a weary march. 
Marched 12 miles (today) to Camp Dug Springs (I.T.). 

Sept. 15 -- Struck tents and then crossed the Arkansas River and the 
Illinois River. Marched 22 miles and camped. . 

Sept.. 20. -—.Went to church. Text Romans 12, the first verse. Foragers 
were attacked by Rebs. Preaching in evening. te 

Sept. 26 -— Two of the battery boys killed by bushwhackers « 


On Oct. 6, 1863 the 13th Kansas set up camp in VanBuren, Ark., where 
John Williams was stationed until the end of the war, except for occa- 
sional scouts and foraging expeditions. For several months he worked 
in the army postoffice in VanBuren, dispatching and distributing mail. 
Some of the diary. entries while Williams was in NEMESIS are as fol- 
lows: 

Oct. 9, 1863 -- Hunting. Got a deer. 

Oct. 28 -— Good quarters in courthouse. 

Oct. 30 —- On guard 38 prisoners. Countersign McMinnville. 

-Oct. 31,-- In town. Busy. One prisoner got. away. 


iy 


Nov. 6-— Got flour and drew rations for prisoners. 
Nov. 23 — Election in Van Buren. Went Union. 
Dec. 31 - Snowing 8 inches deep. Went to Watch meeting. 


Corporal Williams usually reported the stage of the River. When the 
river was up, it meant steamboats from Little Rock. Only occasionally 
did he record the names of the steamers -—- the Leon, The Anna Jacobs, 
the J.H.Done, the Virginia Barton. 


Foraging trips broke the monotony, thus: 

May 4, 1864 -— Forage. Cross Big Frog and Little Mulberry. 
May 5 - Got 6 loads of corn. 

May 6 - Got back to town. Rough country. 


The following month Williams recorded a trip to Clarksville, to meet 
a supply train coming from Little Rock. The entries: 

June 21, 1864 - Start for a train and camp at Smith's Mill, 16 miles 
out. 

June 22 - Camp at Cross Roads, 19 miles. 35 miles from Van Buren. 

June 23 - Camp at Horsehead, 17 miles. March in rain. 

June 24 - Meet the train 3 miles from Clarksville and turn back to 
Horsehead. Rain. 

June 25 — Cross Roads. 

June 26 - Smith's Mills. 

June 27 — Van Buren. Marched in all, 114 miles in 7 days. 


Another trip, for a different purpose, is recorded in August 1864: 

Aug. 9 — At night start out to hunt bushwhackers. March near 10 miles 
and halt for the night. 

Aug. 10 — March through the woods to Meadows tannery and then near 
to Couch's place and lay in the woods at night. 

Aug. 11 - At 34 a.m. broke camp and moved near the house and shot at 
4, rebs and killed 1 horse, then got breakfast at house. Marched in 
mountains all day. At night we found more rebs and had a fight. Capt. 
Beeler wounded mortal. Went to Basham's. On guard. 


is were occasional alarms, as for example this one in September, 
1864: 

Sept. 8 — Rebels reported near and we slept on arms. Ist Arkansas 
Infantry came over from Fort Smith. 

Sept. 9 - Still some excit ement and more troops came here from Fort, 
Smith. 54 Col.Inf. 

Sept. 10 - On guard at a well for the hospital. 


John S. Williams seldom failed to mention the weather in his diary. 
Also, he recorded the countersign for each night. that he was on guard. 
The Federal countersigns were always place names -- Camden, Helena, 
Charleston, Waldron, Kansas City, Westport, Baton Rouge, Yazoo City, 
etc., -- and often the names of battlefields -- Manassas, Vicksburg, 
Petersburg, Stone River, Iuka, Corinth, Antietam, Malvern Hill, Balls 
Bluff, Franklin, Fishers’ Hill, Lookout Mountain, etc. 


Interesting entries in the last months of 1864 are: 

Oct. 16 — One hundred and seventy persons go through here for Texas 
from Missouri. 

Oct. 24 - T o work at the stockade by the citizens here. Still at the 
postoffice and in good health. 
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Nov.l -— Some excitement ‘and go to Fort Smith at night with the teams. 

Nov. 24 - In‘camp and then go hunting and at prayer meeting. ; 

Dec. 7 - Two years since the battle of Prairie Grove. My 29th pirthe 
day and rough weather, with thoughts of the past 2 years of my life, 

Dec, 30 - At Howards and a burying. Dug grave, then to camp and 
thoughts of the past. 

Dec. 31 - In camp and the last day of the year 1864 and still.at Van. 
Buren, Ark., the poorest of all places in the west. But now the old 
year is passing away and so am I. But thoughts of friends far away are 
in my menory, fresh as of old, with sorrow and regret to me.' ok may 
the thoughts soon pass away of her I did love in vain. y 


On Feh. 28, 1865, John S, Williams amt fe Kansas comrades left Van 
Buren for Little Rock, where they would spend four months: 

Feb. 28 — Went on hoard of the: Virginia Barton for Little Rock. Pine 
scene. Pine and cedar bluffs. High rocks. Roseville and'then Clarks— 
ville and lay by till 1 o'clock. 

Mar, 1 - Leave Clarksville at 1 a.m, : for Little Rock. ‘Some smal 
towns and high bluffs with pine and cedar.) Meet the Alamo. Got to Lit- 
tle Rock and into the store house. Went to town for a while. 

Mar. 2 — Rainy day. Went to town. Got a watch. 

Mar. 6 — Went into quarters today. 2 cabins for 18 men Bach Pleas— 
ant day. Flowers for. the first time this year. 

Apr. 12 - Learn the news of the surrender of R.E.Lee:> of. the Rebel 
army. Firing of artillery. 

Apr. 17 — News of the murder of Abraham’ Lincoln on the 15th ini Wash- 
ington City. All flags at half mast today and 4 hour guns all- this day. 
Long will our land mourn the loss of our true and”noble President. 

June 12 - On a review. 6 white regiments’ of Infantry, 5! of Golored 
Infantry, 5 of white Cavalry, 5 BEEyera eer Rain. y 


The war ended; the 13th Kansas and Johit 5, Williams ie the long 
trip home. They left Little Rock on July 1, 1865 by train. Then down 
White River, passing St.Charles at 3 p.m. and arriving at Napoleoen-on 
the Mississippi at 9 p.m. The boats that carried the 13th Kansas were 
the Financier, Starlight, Marrorona, J. T. McComb, Bostona, Howes and 
several tow jboats. 


.The Kansans reached Memphis at noon on July 3 and Cairo, T1l.; at 11 
pem. on July 4. It was St.Louis at 3 a.m. on July 6, where they.board- 
ed the Southwester for the trip up the Missouri River. On July 8.and 9 
the steamboat was stuck ona sandbar at Rocheport. Kansas City :-was 
reached on July 12 — "On Kansas soil at last!" The journey came to an 
end at Fort Leavenworth on July 13. The diary ends July 18, 1865-with 
this curt entry, "Raining." ; 19 


et) ae 


The diary ef John S. Williams was left by his wife eee on’ her 
death, to Laird and Fern Archer. because it records the death of her 
brother Thomas, their uncle. Laird Archer, now a resident of Fayette- 
ville, has permitted the Washington County Historical Society to make 
a copy of the diary. This article has been prepared from the original 
diary, which was "bought on Oct. 8, 1862 in Atchison, Kansas, to be 
kept. for memoranda. during my term of service. in the United States Army. 
John S. Williams." 
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THE PENSION RECORDS OF GEORGE W. M. REED 
. 3rd Installment 


(Editor's note: George W.M. Reed of Fayetteville, who had been an 
officer in the Union army during the Civil War, handled most of the 
post-war pension claims of Union soldiers in this area. The items 
below are entries in, Captain Reed's ledger, They have been trans- 
scribed verbatim, — WJL) 


WM. J. YORK applied for increased pension 21 Jan., 1879. Increase to 
$18 per month was allowed. 

WM. J. YORK sent for Commutation in place of an artificial limb, 
Mar. 31, 1884. Fifty dollars collected on this claim. 


WM. O. MATHEWS, P.O. Springdale, sent for Increase June 5, 1884. He 
was a Private in Co.B, 63 Regt., Ind.Vols. Is drawing $30 per month. 
Increased to $50 per month Jan. 11, 1885. 


HENRY E. STEPHENS, PO Fayetteville, sent for Increase. He was a Cor-— 
poral in Co.E, 133 Regt. , Ind.Vols. He draws only $4 per month. Claim 
allowed at $3 from Aug. 13, 1885. 


BENJAMIN M. :JOHNSON, PO Goshen, applied for Increase June 12, 1885. 
Middle toe of right foot shot off and one testicle gone caused by 
mumps falling on hin, Ordered before the Board at Eureka Springs. 
Claim allowed at $8 per month. 


JOHN R, KELLEY applied for pension Nov. 10, 1884. Was a Private in 
Co.E, 62d Regt of MSM. His Captain's name was Barton B. Bryant. He en- 
listed Aug, 1862. Disability, sunstroke on drill. Rejected for reason 
that 62d Mo. was state organization and not in US service. 


JAMES WELCH, P.0.Farmington, member Co.H, 8th Regt., Missouri S.M. 
He is a pensioner, draws at rate of $4 per month. Applied for bnczease 
Dec. 6, 1886. 


JAMES R. LEE applied for pension increase Aug.24, 1889. Was Private 
in Co.G, 6 Regt., Kans.Cav.Vols. Allowed Mar.6, 1890 at $10 p. month. 


BENJAMIN F. YOUNT, PO Fayetteville, applied for Veterans. Bounty Oct. 
29, 1889... Was a member: of Co.I, 60th Regt.’, Indiana Inf. Vols. Claim 
allowed Nov.3, 1892, amount $87.64. 


THOMAS .J, CALER, Corporal in Co.M, 2d Regt., Ark .Cav.Vols, applied 
for pension Nov.30, 1889. Sent affidavit of Wm.Caler. Both belonged to 
Co.M, 2d Regt., Ark.Cav.Vols. Dr.G.W.Carter's affidavit sent. 


JOHN CLARK, PO Farmington, applied for pension. He was in Co.D, 59h 
Regiment, Indiana Inf.Vols. 


JACOB BAKER, Co.G, 127 Regt., Ill.Inf., applied for increase March 6, 
1880, He is drawing for a gun shot wound of the neck. New application 
has chronic diarrhea and rheumatism. I drew for him arrears of pension 
$298 and four payments, $24. 


JOHN H. JENKINS applied for increased pension 19 June, 1878. He is 
drawing $6 per month —- all he is entitled to draw. Disallowed. 
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JAMES JACK, Private in Co. A, lst Regt., Ark.Cav.Vols. Received his 
Children's Pension Certificate No. 116,348. Wm.J.Jack was 16 years of 
age March 30, 1880. 


WM. H. CLINKENBEARD, Boonsboro, Ark., applied for pension July 19, 
1879. Claim rejected on ground ;that claimant was not in US military 
service. Missouri State Militia to which he pel.need was not in the US 
Servicers: Maes rely: seer TIS 

Si 


JACOB. B. RITTER. ree. a Dalai wal Bete ye, "He. aeiaeton, three. ae 
first. in..126th. Regt. Inf., Pa.Vols. Served 9; months under. Capt ,. Watson 
and Watson was promoted to Colonel. Then enlisted for 6. months in 21 
Regt.,Pa.Cav.Vols. Served out his time under Capt -Boyed. Also he en- 

listed. the,3d time in 2] Pa.Regt. for 3.years. Served his time out. 
His last Captain's name was Fenisee. Ritter's age. is..33.... oA PO. 

address: is A-to-ka,. Choctaw, Nation. . 


JOHN THOMAS, alias Joshua Pennington, was drawing Deni ch of 4, per 
month. He was member. of Co.I, 48.Regt. of .J11.,Inf. He enlisted on Jan. 
1, 1864 to serve 3.,years. Was discharged at Louisville, Ky.,,June 25, 
1865 by reason of gun shot wound thru right ankle received . in, action 
Dec. 13, 1864, Restored to the rolls tei 


WILSON ROSE, PO Kingston, Ark., applied for pension. hey: 3h “1875. 
Pension allowed. He draws $24 per month. 


WILLIAM GAMBLE, Co. F, 4ist I11.Inf.,. made application for-.pension 
through David Carroll. . His Captain' 's name was. David Brown, . Was dis- 
charged at St. Louis, Mo., for disability. | Had his en eye: put. out 
with a bayonet. 


JONAS. SMITH, PO Elm Springs, . Private in Capt... J.D.Newell's Co. (G), 
—— Regt .,--US Vols. Enlisted. Jan.12, 1863.to serve 3 years. Was muster— 
ed. out. at Vicksburg, Miss., by reason of Special Order No.w43.. He then 
enlisted in Capt. Daniel Wilson's Co.: (E), 32 Regt., Ohio Inf, Vols. 
3 Feb. 1865 to serve one year. Was mustered out suse 20, 1865 at 
Fowbevi 2h Ky. Claim disallowed. : . 


REASON rig SMITH applied for increased pension Dec. 13), 1877. His age 
is 34 years. Was a Private in Co.C, 15 Regt., Ky.Vols. He draws $4 per 
month. Forefinger of, left hand was; shot. off at battle of Chickamauga. 
Ga.. Was shot: in heel: of left foot at battle of Dallas, Ga. Also had 
big toe of right foot mashed off by Govt. wagon’ near Nashville, Tenn. 
Claim disallowed. He was. drawing all that the law allowed him... ; 

See BULLIARD, a first enlisted in Co.K. under Capt. Pturmes indy 
Col. Palmer, Mo. St -Troops, served 8 months in that Regt. Then re-en- 
listed in Capt.Rabb's Battery under Col.Cole, 2d Mo.Mtd.Artillery and 
served tall, close of, the war. Wants, $100. bounty. Disallowed... : 


ANDREW J. “JONES, “Private of Co .I, applied for increase pension Nov. 
12, 1879. Draws. $i, per month.. Was shot through both. hips and also lost 
his health by having measles. Made his eyes ulcerate. Sent affidavits 
of A.B.Davis of Co.L and George Cornwell of Co.A. ivi ; 


_Mary A. ‘VanHorn's. pension claim filed. 1883. JOHN VAN. HORN Biga thas. 
Ue: 1878. He.was.a Private in, Co.F,.First Missouri  SORRUAY o. 
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AMBROSE L. COFFEE applied for Honorable Discharge on 27 Jan., 1883. 
He was a Private in Co.F, 8th Mo. Cav. Vols. He never was discharged. 
Claim disallowed because he had. been court-martialed. 


LEWIS M. SWITZER, PO Strickler. Private in Co.E, 45 Regt., Mo.Inf., 
commanded by Col.T.H.Switzer. Discharged at St.Louis, Mo. 


Susan P. Duncan sent application for Bounty July 9, 1888. She was 
widow of ANSON HODGES who was member of Co.D, lst Regt. Ark.Cav.Vols. 
Her PO is Mansfield, Sebadtian Go., Ark. 


JOEL H, HENDERSON's claint for pay and bounty was disallowed News 2 
1887. He was member of Co.L, ele Kans.Vols. 


co WM. L. PAYNE applied for pension Jan. 9,1888. He was member of Co.K, 
13 Tenn Vols. Claim allowed. 


__-CYRUS CARR, PO Fayetteville, member of 06.1, °h8 Regt., Ind.Inf.Vols. 
He draws $4 per month. Gunshot wound of left hand.’Claim for increase 
disallowed. 


Benjamin F, REED, PO. \Greedh! Benton eae. isk. applied for pension 
Nov. 21, 1887. Was Private in Co.H, 118th Regt... Ill.Inf.Vols. Claim 
allowed. He gets $6 per month. 


WM. GORSUCH applied for pension in Oct., 1887. Sent affidavits of 
Alfred Newman and George W. Karnes. He enlisted Oct.19, 1861 in Co.A, 
56 Regt., I1l.Inf.Vols., War of 1861. His Captain's name was Samuel 
Atwell. Discharged at Benton Barracks, Mo., June 25, 1863. Ae chronic 
diarrhea, gravel,: and‘ poses by drug clerk. 


Robert M.. Justice; pdmivieeraon of WASHINGTON E. JUSTICE, deceased, 
applied for back pay and bounty on Aug.4,1887. W.E.JUSTICE was drowned 
inthe Arkansas River Feb. 9, 1863. 


‘GEORGE BODLE, PO Farmington, was member of Co.A, State Mil.Cav.Vols. 
Capt Harris was in command. Served 5 months. Claim disallowed. 


THOMAS H. HALEY, PO Fayetteville, applied for increase Jan.28, 1886. 
Was a Private in Co.D, 24 Regt., Ind.Vols. His disability is chronic 
diarrhea. Draws $4 per month. ODr. Gregg's affidavit sent. Increase 
granted March 1888, 


MADISON BROYLES was a member of Co.A, 31 Regt., Ind.Inf.Vols. Filed 
his pension claim in 1867 or 1868 through Atty Capt .Geo.W.Freedly of 
Bedford, In. BROYLES was shot and wounded at battle of Nashville. 


ISAIAH J. McGEHEE, PO Farmington, changed to Springdale. He was in. 
Co.M, 4th Regt..of M.S.M. Disallowed. Reopened again. 


JOHN T. POWELL, PO Elm Springs, applied for pension Sept. 27, 1887. 
He was member of Co.A, lst Regt., W.Va.Inf. Was enrolled on 10 Aug., 
1861 and. discharged 21 July, 1865, at Cumberland, Maryland. Was. shot 
and wounded in left leg below knee; was treated in Chestnut Hill Hos- 
pital in Pennsylvania. JOHN T. POWELL's discharge sert Nov.2, 1887 and 
affidavit May 26, 1890, stating he could not find his officers and 
comrades. Claim allowed. He gets $4 per month 
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JAMES Wi. LANKFORD, PO Springdale, applied .for Veterans Bounty. He 
was member of Co.,A,!49 Ind.Inf.Vols.; under Capt.A.J.Hawkes, Served 
under Capt .McConaha and Lieut. Wm. Kimbell. 


. WM. ie T INKER, PO Fayetteville, sent for’ increased pension Dec.5, 
1884. Was a Sergeant in Co. M, 8 sgh of Indiana Cavalry. Allowed $8 
Ber month,’ 


‘'p. Vv. HUSTON’ applied for Bounby. Feb; 21; :1985.-Was‘amémber of Co.M; 
4 Regt., US Vols -- lst Capt. Henry Jordan, 2a Capt. John Mendenhall, 
Disallowed. Nothing due him. He had been: ‘Se in full. 


WM. F. WILLIAMS was a Private in Co.A, Ist ‘Regt. , Mo.Inf. Afterwards 
14 Regt., Mo.,; under Col.Gravelly, Claim allowed for $100 May 12, 1887. 


WM. McGINNIS, PO West Fork, applied for pension Jan. 30, 1890. Was 
Private in Co.L,. 6 Regt., Lowa Cav. Vols, Claims poe a le and rheuma- 
tism as disability. 


Louisa Crow, widow of WM. CROW, Private in Co, G, 26 Rages Mo.State 
Militia. His Captain's name was Wm.M.Delaplain. They were married in 
Granger Co., Tenn., by John Roberts, minister. CROW died Sept .1876 of 
lung disease and neuralgia in right eye, put it out. Was discharged 
for disability. 


“Cora Lee Brooks, heir of HENRY F.. BROOKS, deceased. She filed for 
pension Apr.5, 1890, She is only 15 years of age. PO, Viney Grove. 


FREDERICK L. WARD, PO Robinson, Ark., filed for back pay and bounty 
Apr.19, 1890. Enlisted as Qurtr Sergeant, Co.D, 17 Regt., Pennsylvania 
Cav.Vols. Both his discharges destroyed. Claim disallowed... 


AARON MORRIS filed May 25, 1890 for Invalid Pension. Disability is 
chronic diarrhea, rheumatism, am sore eyes. He was Corporal in Co.G, 
lst: Reg., Indiana Heavy, Artillery. Claim disallowed. 

(Editor's note: G.W.M,Reed's comment on. this entry in 
his ledger was, "No good a danged toot." -- WJL) 


‘Mark M. Crawford made application for. back pay and bounty of DAVID 
CRAWFORD, deceased, who was a Private of Co.A, 7th BaNeery 3 Ark.Vols. 
He died in Fort Smith , Ark,., June 3, 1864. 


JAMES H. ELLIS, PO Logan, Benton,Co., Ark., applied for Veterans 
Bounty May 23, 1879, Age-35. Was a Private in Co.D, 6 Regt., Mo.Cav. 
Vols...Enrolled 5 July 1861 for term of 3 years. Discharged 10 July, 
1864. Again enrolled 16 Aug., 1864 for term of 20 months or during the 
war. Discharged 30 June 1865 at Springfield, Mo. Claim rejected be- 
cause he was paid original bounty. on discharge .from Co.D, 6 Mo.Cav., 
and additi onal bounty by Major Helms Oct. 7, 1868. 


‘JAMES AH ELLIS applied for $100 bounty, Dec.1881.. He was. Private in 
Co.E, 15 Regt., Mo.Cav.Vols. His Captain's name was Edmond J. Morris.» 
He was (discharged June 30, 1865 at S EOE ELON Mo. Claim allowed for 


(To be continued) 
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ARMY HOSPITALS in FAYETTEVILLE 1862-1869 


(Editor's note: It took a letter fromthe late Miss Lina XK: Reed to 
elicit the information from the War Department that there were a num- 
ber of US Army hospitals in Fayetteville during and after the Civil 
War. The correspondence is in the keeping of J. Fay Reed of Fayette— 
ville, who is Miss Lima Reed's brother. The letters are important for 
the local history which they contain, We are glad to put them on record 
in nS Eas — -WJL) 


612 W. Dickson 
Fayetteville, Arks, 
Sept. 17, 1941 

Hon. Henry Stinson, 

Secretary of War, 

My Dear Mr. Stinson: 


I do not know who is head of your Research Department, so I am tak- 
ing the liberty of writing sou 


I am desirous to secure some data relative to the house in “las all 
live. It was used as a hospital during the Civil War. Can I get the 
date when it was taken over by our government — also the date when it 
was returned to the owner? I should like very much a list of officials 
in charge of the hospital and the names of the soldiers cared for. 


My father, George W. M. Reed, bought our home from J. W. Washbourne 
Sept. 6, 1865. Mrs.Washbourne was a Cherokee. Indian and had to be re- 
stored to citizenship, before she could sign the deed to Father, I have 
the paper whereby she was restored to citizenship. 


Our house is a two-story structure set back 150 ft from the street. 
The bedrooms are about 20:ft. sq., with high ceilings, and there are 
several’ porches ,the one on the east side being 45 ft. in length. There 
are five acres inthe place. We are just across the street from the 
campus of our State Univ. (I don't know that a description of the 
house is on record,. but thought you might need it.) 


My father has been dead many years. He was an officer in the Union 
army during the Civil War. He was a merchant here at the outbreak of 
hostilities. He put his business affairs in the hands of a friend, Dr. 
Bernard of St. Louis, and helped organize the First Volunteer Cavalry 
that went out of this state. 


Our interest in army life dates back to the Revolution. An ancestor 
commanded the American forces at King's Mountain, and in the first 
world War two nephews enlisted for service -—- one a civil engineer, 
the other an aviator. 


Thanking you, and with my best wishes for your continued success, 
7 steam, 
Very truly yours, 
Miss Lina X Reed 

(rubber-st amped: ) 

Received Sep.23, 1941 
OLD RECCRDS DIVISION, 

A.G.0O. 


WAR DEPARTMENT 
The Adjutant General's Office » 
Washington 


-Oct. 6, 1941 
“Miss Lina X Reed,’ 
612 W. Dickson, 
‘Fayetteville, Arkansas 
‘Dear Madam: 


This is in reply to your letter of September 17, 1941, in which you 
requested any information afforded by the records of this Department 
relative to the period that the home of your father, George W.M. Reed, 
in Fayetteville, Arkansas, was used by the government for a hospital 
during the Civil War. wat 


In reply, I am directed by the Secretary of War..to state that the 
records show that during the period of the Civil War there were two or 
three hospitals in Fayetteville, using a number of buildings, the own- 
ership and street addresses of which have not been found of ;record. 


One was called the "Post" Hospital, though not officially recognized 
as ‘Such, and was opened from about November 1863 to June 1864. On-the 
Tast roll for that hospital, dated February 29, 1864, appears the -re- 
mark "No post hospital strictly speaking has been established at Fay~ 
etteville, but the hospital in use is operated as such, soldiers being 
mainly detailed for duty." 


The medical records show that a General Hospital was opened at Fay- 
etteville, Arkansas, in December, 1862, . for the wounded from the bat- 
tlefield of Prairie Grove, Arkansas, and was closed in May 1863, when 
the patients were moved to Springfield, Missouri. That hospital is 
shown to have used two churches, Masonic Hall, Seminary school room, 
and three private residences. 


The medical records show that a Post Hospital was established at 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, in August 1865; abandoned in May, 1866; . re= 
established in June, 1867 and finally abandoned in April 1869. 


Very truly yours, 
E. S. Adams, Major General: 


PUBLICATION NOTES . 


The first 1958 issue of Arkansas Folklore has just made its appear- 
ance. It is Volume VIII No. 1 of this quarterly publication put out by 
the Arkansas Folklore Society... Mrs. Dorothy Nichols of Fayetteville, 
president, announces that the society will celebrate its tenth anni- 
versary with a festival on June 20 and 21. 


The April issue of the Butterfield Overland Mailbag carried several 
articles about Arkansas’ plans for observing the Centennial of the 
Overland Mail in September 1958. The Mailbag failed to’ mention that 
the Arkansas committee is publishing a monthly newsletter that carries 
plans for the celebration. 
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A STORY MY MOPHER TOLD ME 


by W. J. Good 


It was about 1830 that my great-great-grandfather, William Gamble, 
an Alabama man, felt that death was not far off for him, and desiring 
that his wife Mary and their children, Liza, Linda, Jane, and Alexan- 
der (Alex), be properly cared for, he bought a Negro family to look 
after then. 


The Negro man's name was lost to memory several generations ago, but 
other members of the family were Minie, the wife, and two daughters, 
Miriah and Cynthia, and a son Jeff. 


William Gamble died soon after purchasing the Negro family, and very 
soon thereafter the Negro man also died, leaving the two widows of 
different races and their respective broods of children, bound togeth- 
er in the role of owner and slave.- 


A year or two or three later —- (phe exact time is not known nor does. 
it really matter -- Mary. Gamble married a man named Jere Bolin. ‘They 
subsequently had two children -- John, and a daughter whose name my 
mother had forgotten. : 


In 1835 Alex Gamble -- then a boy of about 18 or 19 —— came to Cane 
Hill, Arkansas, with an uncle, John Russell. He liked Arkansas , and a 
few months later he returned to. Alabama, apparently alone,’ and in 1836 
he brought west with him his mother, his sisters, his stepfather Bolin 
and Minie and her three children. They did not settle in Cane Hill 
this time but went farther north and settled one-half mile west of Old 
Seba, in Benton County. The postoffice and general store at Old Seba 
(both of which were operated for many years by Frank Marr, who married 
my mother's eldest sister) disappeared long years ago, but Old Seba was 
one-half mile north and one mile west of the present town of Centerton. 
I can recail when the old Gamble house still stood on the old site. 


Minie stayed, with Mary Gamble Bolin for the remainder of her life, 
but my mother aid not recall the date of her death. It was her under- 
standing .that } finie was buried in the Bolin cemetery (Bolin was the 
first ne raomeited in it-), but the cemetery is now known as the Gamble 
cemetery. 


Mary Gamble sold Miriah to some close friends, David and Elizabeth 
(Miss Betsy) Woods (evidently in the 1840's) and she took full charge 
of the Woods household and kept charge of it until aftér the Civil War. 
Jeff was of an unruly nature, and Mary gave him to son Alex, but Alex 
soon set him free. That was shortly before the outbreak of war. 


Mary kept Cynthia -- that is until the war, when some Union soldiers 
came by. Cynthia crawled up on one of the horses behind a Union Els 
dier, and we never heard from Cynthia again. 


Alex Gamble married Matilda Woods, daughter of David and Elizabeth. 
They were the parents of Elizabeth Gamble, who subsequently married 


pa ene ae asa ore a ieee Se ae sm 
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James W. Womack, They were the parents of Annie Womack, my mother, who 
died on erence 15 1958. Ape ss 


‘After! the wars Miriah married aman named Brown, and she too dis- 
appeared. “Also ans further was heard of her for many years. 


“when in the early 1890's the Kev.P.B.Hopkins, a Methodist minister 
who knew the ‘Joods, Gamble and Womack families well, and who had known 
Miriah, found her living in Prairie Grove -- by then an elderly widow, 
and incidentally the only member the Negro race _ living in Prairie 
Grove. 


It was a long way from Centerton to Prairie Grove, as most people 
had to travel in those days, - but in 1896 my mother had an opportunity 
to go see her. Mother and a close friend, iirs. H.D.Hutchinson (mother 
of Mrs.B.B.Bronson of Fayetteville), » joined a Bentonville caravan of 
Methodists who were going to a church meeting in Prairie Grove. They 
left early inthe morning, ate basket lunches at Elm Springs, and 
arrived in Prairie Grove in the late afternoon. 


My mother went at once to Miriah's little home. ' It was a tiny one- 
room house that stood on a small plot of ground right next to the bus- 
iness district. It was summer time, and a lush garden grew right up to 
the door, and the corn was as tall as the house's eaves. Inside there 
were two double beds ( piled high with featherbeds ) and three chairs. 
My mother had taken along as gift to Miriah a prized possession of her 
own -——- a pair of stockings which her grandmother, Miss. Betsy, had 
knitted for her. She felt that Miriah would appreciate themnore than 
any gift she could give, for they had been knitted by Miriah's former 
mistress. ; seal a ¥ 


Miriah was overjoyed at the gift ‘and at seeing my mother, -and.. they 
talked on and-on, as Miriah asked about this one and that one whom 
she had known in years gone. And time after time my mother had to re- 
ply: "He(or she) is gone now; he passed away at such and.such a time". 
There were but few/of.iMiriah's generation still alive. 


The following day my mother’ went to the Methodist Church in Prairie. 
Grove, and Miriah was there, seated in a special chair that was always 
kept in the church for her. After the services Miriah left the church 
ahead of my mother but waited outside. Then as my mother left the 
church Miriah stepped forward and offered a parting er — atiny 
handkerchief, which Miriah had made. : 


No member of my family ever saw Miriah again. Some ile later they 
heard of her death, but phe exact time of her passing was .not known to 
then. 


? 


OLD VINEYARD 

Restoration of the pioneer Latta buildings from. Old: nest is: now 
in progress at Prairie Grove Battlefield Park. The 2-story log house 
and the huge barn will form the nucleus of a pioneer village in the 
Park, to be called Vineyard Village. FLASHBACK is in receipt of a let- 
ter from F.F.Latta, donor of the buil dings, giving additional informa-— 
tion about the pioneer Vineyard settlement. This will appear in our 
next issue. 


Pee 
OUR NEIGHBORS -- THE-GRAYS 


_ by Hattie E. Williams 


As I pass the old sites today where those old homes havebeen replaced 
by modern business buildings, in fancy I can see again the pink and 
white apple blossoms of the Gray orchard, with the white pony, Jule, 
running beneath them, while across ‘the street our own plum and cherry 
trees are blooming, and I find myself longing with Riley to go back 
when we had our old neighbors. 


Just now I am writing of the Gray family. 


Oliver Crosby Gray was born in North Jefferson, Maine, December 30, 
1831, and his wife, Virginia Lafayette Davis, was born at Cushing, 
Maine. Soon after their marriage they came to Princeton, Arkansas. 
Here their son, little Clyde, who lived only two years, was born, and 
in 1867 their son, Carl Raymond, was born. They moved from Princeton 
to Little Rock. It was here in 1871 that their daughter Ethel was born. 


Colonel Gray brought his family to Fayetteville about 1875 when he 
became Professor of Mathematics in the Arkansas Industrial University. 
which had been completed only a few years before (and is now the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas). 


The- Gray noid was diigénal ly across the street from us at West Dick- 
son and Gregg’streéts. It was of-a rambling English cottage ‘type,. 
olive green in color, charming with ornamental woodwork at the porch, 
and, with vines and shrubbery in just the right places. The sneEse yard 
was kept in beautiful order, both front and back. 


At the time of which I write, there were in the fant Colonel and. 
Mrs, Gray, 14-year-old Carl and 1]—year-—old Ethel. 


‘One ‘day, when I was about 5 years old, my Mother sent me across the 
street to Mrs.Gray's with a dish of piccalilli. 


I stood knocking with the knuckle of my forefinger for perhaps an 
hour and at last was found weeping by someone passing through the 
front hall. They swept me up in their arms. and comforted me, and just 
as I was about to be happily surrounded by Ethel's dolls, my brother 
Horace appeared, having been sent to bring me home. To appease me he 
carried me home on his shoulder. Mother could not understand why I had 
stayed so long until I showed her the blister on the knuckle of my 
forefinger. 


Iwish I could write of this family‘ as they came into my life as 
neighbors -- always there, just across the way, aeting with sweet. sin- 
cerity. Child as I was, I felt the difference in their atmosphere. 
They were well fixed as this world's goods go, but were never ostenta— 
tious about it. Everything about them suggested good taste and high 
thinking. It is probable that my memories began about the time we lost 
an older brother, that the feeling of confidence in their sympathetic 
nearness surrounded me. Sorrow always brings out the best in people. 
There is too, I think, an indefinable atmosphere about .some homes 
which is vaguely félt even by strangers passing by. Such it was with 
this one. 
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Mrs. Gray was an artist. A quiet, dark-eyed, gray-haired woman, whom 
I remember vaguely. Everything about their home reflected her artistic 
taste, The mantel in the front room was white, with a lovely spray of 
pink and white apple blossoms, her work, painted on it, while in the 
long west room the fireplace was surrounded by hand-painted tiles, 
I think perhaps to interest the children. 


When I was quite small, Mrs. Gray brought over a little dress which 
she had made for a smal. relative, but as it was too small for her, 
Ethel had suggested that she give it to me. Of course,I could wear it! 


Carl was a sturdy brunette with coal-black hair and eyes, while 
Ethel was the exact opposite, a slender, fairytale-princess type with 
golden curls and blue eyes, and of exquitite daintiness. 


As small boys, Carl and my brother, of the same age, were good 
friends. One day when Horace was ill, my Mother happened to enter the 
sickroom just in time to divert "green" apples from Carl's pockets to 
Horace's sickbed. He explained that because Horace was in his Sunday 
School class he was doing this for him. 


There is among our books today a little paper-bound copy of "Pil- 
grim's Progress" with his name,Carl R, Gray, written on it-in a child- 
ish hand. 


I do not remember ever seeing Carl Gray still. He was always eae 
about the place either in or out, across the yard to the depot, 
then up the porch steps home again. (He early began to carry Pees 
for agent W.P,McNair.) 


When some time-before this the Frisco Railroad was ‘secured at last 
for Fayetteville, it was Colonel Gray who at the time of celebration, 
led the parade of the University cadets from the: old freight depot 
(then the terminal) to town. His son Carl watched the celebration with 
interest. It was Colonel Gray who with a neighbor, D. Y. Ellis (father 
of Frank Ellis) gave the railroad part of their own home grounds. No 
doubt Carl's first interest began in these early years when his father 
had owned the land which the railroad now used and with his alert mind 
and active body it gave a challenge to him far more attractive than 
mere school books could do. No doubt too, a few years later the neigh- 
bor, Frank Ellis's trip north with the Greeley Arctic Rescue Expedi- 
tion also roused his interest in far places. 


General D.H. Hill was president of the University while Colonel Gray 
was a teacher there for about eleven years. In 1886 we find Colonel 
Gray as Mayor of Fayetteville. He was instrumental in having the first 
public school built in Fayetteville and served as its first superin- 
tendent,. Always public-spirited, he seems to have been identified with 
every progressive movement. He was an active Mason and Knight Templar 
of which he served as Master and Commander at different times. Again 
he'was teaching inthe University in the early 90's ( for I recited 
Freshman Trigonometry to him), In later years, Gray Hall on the Uni- 
versity campus was named for him. 


I’can see Colonel Gray now as he moved energetically about his place, 
working in the yard. He was tall and-.well built, of fine military 
bearing, with iron-gray hair and long well-kept beard. His expression 
was kindly, with a twinkle in his eyes as if teasing me at my timidity. 
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After Mrs. Gray's death, a distant relative of Colonel Gray's, with 
her son, lived with them and we seem to have lost touch with them for 
a few years. 


Carl was married and with his wife and baby came from his home-. to _ 
welcome the second Mrs.Gray when Colonel Gray brought’ her home. 


Mrs.Gray was a lovely person whom I admired greatly. A daughter of a. 
former United States senator, she brought distinction to the new home. 
At that time I was in my early teens and tome the home took on new 
attraction. I enjoyed visiting with Percy Bourland, Mrs.Gray's niece, 
and going to the parties given for Godwin, Mrs. Gray'sson, of my age. 
And of all the girls’ it was our greatest joy to know during those 
years, it was Mary Beattie, Mrs.Gray's daughter. She had an indescrib- 
able charm of manner. She had such a disarming smile, such a sweet, 
courteous way of putting you first, and such a wise head on so young a 
person -— an altogether winning personality. We enjoyed too meeting a 
gentle sister, Grace, a talented young teacher who visited them on 
rare occasions. Mary called her "Dacie”. 


Those were happy years for me. Ethel Gray was at home taking a spec- 
ial course at the University and ejoying her new sister, Mary, who 
was also attending the University. I think of it as a kind of golden 
age. They say that is what the teen age should be, for there is a glow 
about everything that is not found in later years. 


After Mary's graduation, the family moved away, and so I bring to an 
end my personal memories of this dear family. However, I should like 
to add that Colonel Gray lived to see his son Carl become a great 
railroad executive. He became president of several railroads at diff- 
erent times, was president of the great Union Pacific, and was vice-— 
chairman of its board of directors at the time of his death. 


His son, Carl Jr., became a railroad executive, and also served as 
Administrator of Veterans Affairs, United States Government, serving 
to June 1953. Another son, Russell, is now a prominent business man in 
New York City. And another son, Dr. Howard Gray, was a noted surgeon 
of Mayo's Clinic. Their mother, Carl's wife, iwas chosen by the Golden 
Rule Foundation as the “American Mother of the Year" of 1937. 


(Editor's note: To supplement Miss Williams' personal memories of 
the Gray family, we add the following from Reynolds and Thomas's His- 
tory of the University of Arkansas.) 


0.C.Gray was graduated from Colby College in Maine, in 1855. He came 
to Arkansas in 1858 and was successively principal of Monticello Acad- 
emy; principal of Princeton Academy; principal of Princeton Female 
Academy; president of St.John's College, Little Rock; professor in the 
Arkansas Industrial University; superintendent of Fayetteville public 
schools; principal of the Searcy Institute; and superintendent of the 
School for the Blind at Little Rock. His teaching career was inter- 
rupted by service in the Confederate army during the War. He was a 
Captain in the 3rd Arkansas Gavalry. The title of "Colonel" was an 
honorary one. A handsome portrait of 0.C.Gray hangs in Gray Hall on 
the University campus, ; 
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A VISIT WITH A BENTONVILLE HISTORIAN 


On April.10,- and again on April 22, I spent several pleasant hours 
in Bentonville with Alvin Seamster, who owns what is probably the out- 
standing collection of historical relics in northwest Arkansas. His 
collection occupies four rooms, one of which he also uses as his law 
office. I have visited Mr. Seamster's museum many times but I have 
never dropped in on him without learning of some new and interesting 
acquisitions. 


This time he showed me an unusual item -- the national flag carried 
in the 1880's by the Cadet Corps of the Arkansas Industrial University. 
It is a large and beautiful flag, and in fair condition considering 
its age. It is of silk and appliqued on the stripes is the legend, 
"A.I.U. CADETS". The flag was once the property of Hugh Dinsmore, who 
was an A.1I.U. student and later a U.S.Congressman. 


Mr. Seamster also showed me a collection of early documents and let- 
ters that he had recently acquired. Among these are several patents 
for land in Benton County before Benton County was organized and when 
it was still a part of Washington County. Also interesting was a diary 
(1853-1862) kept by one James Nichols. The last entry reads: "I was 
taken prisoner by the Indians on August the 28th, 1862." 


Visitors are constantly dropping in at the Seamster museum. While I 
was there, a lady from Texas came in. She was particularly interested 
in old firearms and showed familiarity with guns of the Civil War and 
Wild West periods. It so happened that Mr.Seamster had just acquired a 
Colt .45 in almost perfect condition - with three notches in the handle. 
While the lady from Texas was examining this old pistol I gave my at- 
tention to a Confederate rifle that was used in the battle of Prairie 
Grove. It was certainly made locally. It bears on the barrel the name 
"N.Oates". I would like to connect this gun with James Oates of Cincin- 
nati, but J. Oates was a Union soldier and did not come to Washington 
County until after the War. 


If you like history: -- military, social, political, economic -- you 
will find something to interest you in Mr.Seamster's collection, which 
ranges from the candle and bullet molds of pioneer days tothe hat-pins 
and mustache cups of the 90's. With a thousand pictures and ten thou- 
sand documents in addition. 

-- W. J. Lemke 


AUCTION NOTE 


~ Books on history brought good prices at the WCHS third "historical 
auction" on April 29. "Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government" by 
Jefferson Davis brought $15; McCabe's "Life and Campaigns of Robert E. 
‘Lee" brought $10. "Debates and Proceedings of the 1868 Arkansas Con- 
stitutional Convention" sold for $9. Among the antiques and historical 
relics, two old coverlets ( Braddock's Defeat and Whig Rose designs) 
brought $20 each. A collection of tatting and crocheting brought $16. 
Total realized fromthe auction was $244. Tom Feathers served as 
auctioneer, 


sul 
The Rev. N.M.Ragland Tells of First Episcopal Church 


(Editor's note: The following brief account of the beginnings of St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church in Fayetteville is from a notebook in the 
handwriting of the late Rev. N.M.Ragland, long-time pastor of the 
Christian Church. The notebook is dated 1908 when Mr.Ragland was liv-— 
ing in Springfield, Mo. The notebook is made available to us by Mrs. 
John Carter of Mansfield, Ohio. She was Fanny Ragland, a daughter of 
the Rev.N.M.Ragland. -- WJL) 

: sige --O0- 


St.Paul's Episcopal Church is one of the first churches planted in 
Washington County. It was organized May 23, 1854, by Rev.W.C.Stout. 
Dr. C.W.Deane was Senior Warden, J.W.Chew was Junior Warden. William 
McIlroy, John Campbell and Charles W. Washington were vestrymen. 


The cornerstone of the first house of worship was laid on the 29h 
of October 1854. The building was dedicated by Bishop Freeman. It was 
a neat frame building and stood on the southw est corner of College 
Avenue and Meadow street. The architecture was Gothic. The tall spire 
was capped with a cross. cet 


' On the inside a broad aisle led to the chancel rail. The altar, the 
prayer and reading desks, and other belongings of the church were pure 
white. The church was: seated with pews. The doors opened and closed 
with the click of a little latch. The organ loft was high up in the 
rear part of the church. The imagination of a child pictured the organ 
loft as the first station on the ascent to heaven. To innocent young 
' hearts no sweeter or more sacred music was ever offered at the throne 
of Grace than the seraphic notes from that little organ accompanied by 
the rich and cultivated voices of Mrs.Robert Mecklin, Miss Belle Deane, 
Miss Mary Walker, and the tenor and bass voices of singers whose names 
are not remembered. 


The church was the scene of some notable marriage ceremonies: 

Col. J. H. VanHoose and Miss Ann Elizabeth McIlroy. 

Miss Belle Deane and Lieut. Edward Brooks of the United States army 
were married inthis church. The wedding was a military affair with 
-the pomp and trappings of war. 

Miss Sallie Butler and Mr. Robert Rutherford were mrried inthis 
church. The bride was a niece of Commodore Perry of Lake Erie naval 
fame, and also the first white man to enter the hermit kingdom of 
Japan. . Commodore Perry entered the harbor of Yokohama with a squadron 
of U.S. war vessels in 1853. The groom (Mr. Robert Rutherford) became 
a distinguished lawyer and judge in Arkansas and Indian Territory. 


The mother of Mrs.Rutherford was a sister of Oliver Perry and Commo- 
dore Perry. Mrs. Rutherford was a sister of the late Gen. M.C.Butler, 
the distinguished U.S. Senator from South Carolina. 


At this church altar served for different lengths of time the fol- 
lowing ministers: Mr.Sandels, Mr.Hackett, Mr.McManus, Mr.William Stout. 
After the war the following served: 


Thomas M. Thorpe, full of religious fervor and energy. He found us 
too poor to possess anything but a name and a little impoverished 
ground. With his fine ability he gathered up the broken threads of 
despair, breathed new life into our souls and began the task of build- 
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ing a new house of worship. A lot was bought, material was gathered, 
the foundation was built, the cornerstone was laid with appropriate 
ceremonies, andthe building erected. Just at this eventful time of 
his usefulness hare, Mr. Thorpe receive a call elsewhere, which he 
accepted, The church needed-ohly' to be ceiled and uniformly seated 
when he left it. ‘The members who saw and knew the struggle this young 


man had in overceming difficulties:. feel that the present St.Paul's 
Church is a memorial to the Rev.Thomas M. Thorpe. 


(The. above is: gathered from a paper written by Mrs .Clementine Boles) 


Leonidas Polk, newly consecrated bishop, began-his first. Visitation 
in the month of Jenuary, 1639. He first went into north Alabama ‘and 
Mississippi and then into Arkansas , an untouched field. He covered the 
settlements on the Mississippi river,the Arkansas and White rivers..He 


traveled chiefly on horseback, often on rude vehicles, sometimes on 
foot, throvgh pani ese fores Sep open prairies, dangerous swamps and 
swollen streams +. vi siting every community and many lonely dwellings, 


gathering cena see holding services, preaching,.baptizing, con- 
firming, and celebrating the sacrament of the Lord's Supper whenever 
and wherever ar opportunity could be found, 


He eateries Faychtevilte 21 the spring of 1839, and found the es 
which later grew into whet is now St.Paul's Church. ..;; 


In November 1840 Bishop Poik started on his third missionary journey. 
From Memphis he traveled to Little Rock in a light conveyance drawn by 
two horses and driven by a negro servant. On account of the condition 
of the roads, the carriage was abandoned at Little Rock,and the Bishop 
pursued his journey on horseback to Fayetteville. He says in a letter 
dated Jan. 18, 1841, written from Little Rock: ; . 


"T have now beea near a month in Arkansas, visiting different points, 


I go to Fayetteville. in the‘ northwest. next week, thence to Fort Gibson 
and Fort Towson-in the Indian Territory." - 


NEWS BRIEFS 


Arkansas! newest museum was opened last month at Arkansas City 
county seat of Desha County. More than one thousand persons, attended 
the gala opening ccremonies. Housed in the old Levee Board. building, 
the museum is’ the culmination of the efforts of two men, Judge J.-L. 
Erwin and Earl May, to preserve pioneer implements and historic relics 
and put thea on display where the public can view them. The WCHS con- 
gratulates Arkansas City ard Desha County on this fine achievement . 


The Rogers Overland Mail Centennial committee (F. P. Rose, chairman) 
has raised $250 for a marker to commemorate Callahan's Station of the 
Overland Mail. Springdale's committee (Lewis Epley Jr., chairman) will 
erect a marker coumenoreting Fitzgerald's Station. Markers are also in 
the plans for Van Buren, Dardanelle and Cadron (near Conway). 


The Prairie Grove Battlefield Commission has announced plans for ten 
markers in Battlefield Pav, which will tell the story of the. battle 
and events connected therewith, A Labor Day dedication is planned. 
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2,600,000 BRICKS in OLD MAIN 


It has long been believed that the brick used in building Old Main 
of the University was made on the campus. The brick maker's name is 
given as J. L. Kelton who, according to an often retold story, refused 
to work on Sunday and thereby lost 200,000 brick in his kiln. 


The Washington County Historical Society has come into possession of 
an an original Bill of Sale, dated December 22, 1873, which indicates 
that part of the brick used in Old Main was made on the old Hunt place 
(originally the Yell home, "Waxhaws") at the south end of College Av-— 
enue -- a mile and a half from the University campus. The brick maker 
was J.N.Sager. : : 


This:document ,» presented to the Society by Frank Rupert, reads as 
follows: MET, 


"Know all men by these presents that I, Jacob N.Sager,: of the County 
of Washington, State of Arkansas,: for and in consideration of the sum 
of Three hundred and fifty dollars and for other good and valuable 
considerations (the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged), do grant 
bargain and sell unto Thomas J. Hunt of said County and State, my un- 
divided half interest in and to the following described chattels, 
effects and interests, to-wit: 

Dump Carts and Harness, Shovels, Spades, Mattocks, Brock Moulds, 
Pumps, Wheelbarrows, Wood Boards, Lumber and all other articles and 
effects used by Hunt and myself in the:making and burning of Brick on 
the Brick Yard situate on the farm of said Hunt, near and south of the 
Town of Fayetteville, State aforesaid, together with my interest in 
the proceeds of all brick burnt upon said yard for the building known 
as the Arkansas Industrial University, and I hereby authorize the said 
Hunt to collect the same and appropriate it to his own use and benefit, 

To have and to hold to him,the said Thomas J. Hunt, and to his heirs 
and assigns forever. 

In testimony whereof I, Jacob N. Sager, have here- 
“cunto set my hand and seal this 22d day of December 
A.D. 1873. i" ; Sigs 
J. N. Sager (Seal) 
Signed, sealed and ‘delivered ) - 
in the presence of WsZ.Mayes ) 


The. man whose signature appears on this bill of sale as witness was 
none other than the contractor who was then engaged in erecting Old 
Main -- William Zera Mayes. His story was told by Mary Lou Campbell in 
"The Man Who Built Old Main" (Fayetteville 1948). Miss Campbell, who 
got much of her information from Mrs, Jim Carlisle, the daughter of 
W.Z.Mayes, wrote: 


Contractor Mayes had told them ( the Board of Visitors on 
Aug. 10, 1875) that the building contained 2,600,000 bricks, 
made from clay found inside the campus, burnt in a kiln 
where the tennis courts and Veterans Village now stand. He 
didn't tell them about the full kiln of brick lost because 
the man who was in charge of burning the bricks refused to 
work on Sunday." 


34 


W.S.Campbell, in his "One Hundred Years of Fayetteville", published 
in 1928, gives a similar account, plus the name of the brick maker. 
Mr.Campbell says: 
ot ‘The .brick were burned..on what is now the athletic field, 

. by Js L. Kelton, He was.a very religious man and would do no 
work, nor have any done, on the Sabbath. At one time a kiln 
of 400,000 brick were not burned sufficient to have fires 
drawn by Saturday night. But he had them drawn anyway, los- 
ing. 200,000 brick by so doing. 

About ; 1870. John Kelton and Mr. Vest opened a brick yard, 
and two years later made most of the brick for the Univer- 
sity Administration Building, having the yard about where 
the Athletic Field now is....Kelton also made the brick for 
the National Cemetery walls. 


Elsewhere in his book, Mr. Campbell lists a number of early Fayette- 
ville brick makers, several of whom may have furnished brick for Old 
Main. He;does not’ name Jacob N. Sager or Sager & Hunt. 

It seems probable that contractor W. Z. Mayes secured his brick from 
more than one source, including the Sager & Hunt brick yard on South 
College avenue. 


Although W. Z. Mayes had completed his contract by Aug. 10, 1875 and 
was able to show the building to the Board of Visitors on that day, he 
was not paid off until later. The archives of the McIlroy Bank contain 
several orders drawn by W.Z.Mayes on "William McIlroy, Banker" and on 
"Denton D. Stark, late treasurer of the Board of Trustees of the Ark- 
ansas Industrial University." From these, it appears that the McIlroy 
Bank handled the financing of Old Main, Typical is an order of Sept .20, 
1875, on "William McIlroy, Banker", for $4,103 "out of any money col- 
lected on the certificate of indebtedness which you hold in payment of 
balance due us onthe contract for erecting the Arkansas Industrial 
University at Fayetteville." This order is signed "W.Z.Mayes & Co." 


Now that Jacob N. Sager has received belated credit for making some 
of the brick in Old Main, it would be interesting to discover that 
Barker & Stevenson and H.L.Glass, who also operated brick yards in the 
early 1870's, furnished some of the 2,600,000 brick that went into Old 
Main. And are still there. 


OVERLAND MAIL ANNOUNCEMENT 


In an effort to drum up interest in the forthcoming Centennial of 
the Butterfield Overland Mail (September 1958), I have accepted invi- 
tations to speak on this topic to civic clubs and other groups. I gave 
my talk for the 16th time to the student body of Rogers High School. 
A week later I gave the Overland Mail speech at a meeting of the Jun- 
ior Civic League in Fayetteville. Then I drove to Fort Smith and gave 
my talk to the Kiwanis Club at the Ward Hotel. On April 14, I spoke to 
the Rotary Club in Springdale -- the 19th presentation of my Overland 
Mail speech. On May 15 I will speak’on the Overland Mail Centennial to 
the Rotary Club in Little Rock. Iam open for speaking engagements (on 
the Overland Mail) from now until the Centennial célebration in Sep- 
témber, -- WJL) 
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(dust, for a "change of pace, we will leave bellum and ante-bellum his- 
tory briefly and switch to an interesting bit. of social history of more 
recent date — a. campus tradition that began 48 years ago. -- WJL) 


AN OLD UNIVERSITY TRADITION 


‘Allan’S. Humphreys, who was a member of the University of Arkansas 
faculty (chemistry) for many years, and is now teaching in the: 
School of the Ozarks at Point Lookout, Mo., sent a collection of old 
banquet programs to the Washington County Historical Society. Eight of 
these programs are of Inter-Fraternity banquets held from 1919 to 1929. 
‘Originally these -annual fraternity get-togethers were called "Pan- 
‘Hellenic Banquets" and-began-in 1910. The programs in the Humphreys 
collection are covered with autographs, some of them containing as 
many as 50 signatures. For the record, here are the programs for what 
was once one of the important social events on the University of Arkan 
Sas campus. 


April 14, 1919 -- Pan-Hellenic Ninth Annual Banquet at the Washing- 
ton Hotel. Seven fraternities represented: Kappa Sigma, Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon, Kappa Alpha, Sigma Nu, Sigma Chi, Pi Kappa Alpha, and Sigma 
Phi Epsilon, Toastmaster was R.M.Cherry KA, who was president of Pan- 
Hellenic that year. Toasts were given bythe following faculty members: 
‘B.J.Dunn, J.C.Futrall, Harrison Hale, C.L.Stewart, and the following 
students: Brooks -Hays, G.H.Beasley, W.0.Turner, Gibson Witt. 


“May 24, 1921 -- Inter-Fraternity llth Annual Banquet at the Washing- 
torn Hotel. Toastmaster: James E. Rutherford SAE. Toasts by the follow- 
ing faculty members: B.J.Dunn} Bradford Knapp, Murry Sheehan and Pres. 
J.C.Futrall. Dr. Futrall spoke on 'The Future of the Universsity." 
Toasts were also given by the following students: S.J.Beauchamp, Curry 
“Freeman and Wm.G.Hamilton. ; 


Jan. 30, 1922 -- Inter-fraternity 12th Annual Banquet, .. held in. the 
Campus Cafeteria. Prof.B.J.Dunn was toastmaster. Toasts were given by 
the following: Pres. J.C.Futrall, Dean J.R.Jewell, Dr. Harrison Hale, 
Coach G.W.McLaren, James Hopkins and Hurley Hust. 

Among the autographs inscribed on this program are the signatures of 
J.C.Futrall, Harrison Hale, D.Y.Thomas, T.C.Carlson, Leo F. Heerwagen, 
Bill Harding, Jacob Sharp, W.L.Cravens, Nekgn Butloch, Leslie Purifoy, 
E.K.Kyler, C.Armitage Harper, Carroll Christian J.F. Caldwell, Carthal 
Jacobs, Bryan Briggs, Dewey Thomasson and B.R.Askew. 


Feb. 12, 1923 -- Pan—Héllenic Banquet, held in Chamber of Commerce 
Hall. Toastmaster, Dean Bradford Knapp KA. Toasts by Pres.J.C.Futrall, 
T.C.Carlson, Dr.S.J.Brandenburg, Coach Francis A. Schmidt, Dr. Charles 
Richardson. Student speakers were Claris G. Hall, Billy Rogers, and 
Billy Bob Thrasher. Dr. Richardson's subject was "Early Fraternity 
Life in the U of A." -- a valuable piece of history if it is still in 
existence. 

Autographs on this program include: Thos.W.Roland, Jay Russell, B.C. 
Clayton, Bill Quaile, John G. Bohlinger, John T. Pendergrass, James N. 
Houston, Doc Wharton, H.L. McMullin, Doy "Hank" Hancock, W.B.Hatfield, 
Elbert Umsted, B.Knapp Jr., Ford Wolf, Joe Bolling, Tom Cutting, Sam 
McKeehan, Talbert Atway, Robbie Robertson, Ford Lowdermilk, Wade Davis, 
Billie Earl and Aubrey V. Balew. 
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Feb. 4, 1924 - Inter-Fraternity Banquet, at Chamber of Commerce Hall, 
. Toastmaster,:C.H.Palmer. Toasts by Pres.J.C.Futrall, Dr.J.R.Jewell, Dr. 
Harrisen: Hale, Dr.G-E.Hastings,: Ferguson Martin and William Fulbright. 
Fulbright 's- subject. was “'Things We Leave Behind Us". 

Among the autographs on this program are: Burton Neill Wilson, Byron 
Williams, Ham McRae, Sam L. Bedford, R. Frank Harrel, Lucas Cobb, Brad 
Scott, W. Rolfe Chappelle, John Bagby, W.F. Fox, Tom Owen, B. W. Elton 
Renner, F.A. Schmidt, James Ptak, J. Gilbert Cecil, Earl Branson, Roy 
Kuykendall, Audley Williams, Dee Bell, C. G. Croneis, Douglas L. Hunt, 
Howard Seyard, A. D. Campbell,. "Mouse" Millwee, Dub Lenon, and Dick 
Dickinson, - 


-..Feb. 8, 1926 -— Inter-Fraternity Banquet, at Wesley Hall. Eight 
‘fratemities were represented, Lambda Chi Alpha having joined the list 
this, year. Toastmaster, John Bagby, president of the Inter-Fraternity 
Council. Toasts by B.J.Dunn, J.C.Futrall, Bo Green, Max Mehlburger, 
Jimmie Goodrich and Billy Rogers. Harry E. Shultz sang several songs. 
Professor Dunn's subject was "History of Fraternities at the Univer- 
sity of Arkansas." Owen Mitchell and his orchestra furnished music. 
Autographs on this program include: D.M.Moore, G.E.Ripley, John Par- 
ker, J.C.Futrall, J. W. McCoy, Bo Green, Thos. E- Hammett, Fred Giles, 
Harold Atkins, E. H. Fontaine Jr., Jim Whitmore, Dave Beatie, Johnny 
Allen, Herman Boozman, Edw. Breedlove, Ralph Jones, John Griffee, Roy 
Jones, Doug Lewis, Clyde Phillips, Fred Blanks, Walter Hatfield, 


March 7, 1927 -- Inter-Fraternity Banquet, at Wesley Hall. Toast- 
master, Pete Garvin. Toasts by these faculty members:Pres.J.C.Futrall, 
Dean G.E.Ripley, Prof. B.J.Dunn, Dean J.C.Jordan, and these students: 
John Lofton and "Fatty" Clark. Music by Prof. Harry Shultz and Gene 
Hambric. 

Autographs on this program include: Bernard R. Halbrook, Lewis Dal- 
ton, Merle Woods, T.Duel Brown, Fred Patton, Ralph E. Crigler, Jess L. 
Askew, J.P.Baker, Pee Wee Charlton, Gil Herring, A.B. Caldwell, Roy E. 
White, Glen Rose, Louis Byard, Jno.P.Wiltshire, Humbert Clabaugh, Paul 
W. Gates, Wendell Polk, Floyd W. Sammons, Jim Bohart, Talmage Hester, 
Jack Curtis, Norman W. Macleod, Courtney Walker, Pug Wood, C.S.Dupree, 
Skeeter Blanks. 


March 12, 1928 -- Inter-Fraternity Banquet at Wesley Hall. Nine 
fraternities represented, Theta Kappa Nu being the latest. Toastmaster 
Dean J.0.Creager. Toasts by Minor Milwee, George Cole, Mac Core, Dean 
V.L.Jones, Coach F.A.-Schmidt, Dr, Harrison Hale. Musical numbers, by 
Prof.Harry Shultz and Miss Helen Peters. Also orchestra music by the 
"Seven Vagabonds". 


Feb, 11, 1929 -- Inter-Fraternity Banquet at Wesley Hall, Toastmas- 
ter Dean J.S.Waterman. Toasts by Coach F.A.Schmidt, Dr.Harrison Hale, 
Pres.J.C.Futrall, Kent Kerby, Frank McBride, Doyne Wilson. Address by 
Dr,.F.W.Shepardson of the National Inter-Fraternity Council. Music. by 
Mitehell's Arkansas Travelers. 


Social historians of the future might be interested in what sort ;:of 
food was served at University functions of former years. "Creamed 
chicken in payty.shells" was served at most banquets in Wesley Hall. 
The banquet staple in the. Chamber of Commerce dining hall was veal 
cutlets.» The most elaborate meal was served in 1922 when the banquet 
was held in the Campus Cafeteria in the old Faculty Club building. The 
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menu shows such unusual dishes as Boston clam chowder, Indian relish, 
breaded filet of baby veal, potatoes a la cibel, ‘crystal: layer cake 
and cigars. The cigars were discontinued when the banquets moved to 
Wesley Hall of the Methodist Church. 


Another interesting old-time tradition was the "Freshman Key Serv- 
ices", originally called "Emancipation Ceremony". This annual banquet 
was held in Hill Hall, which was then a dormitory but is now (1958) 
the Journalism building. This event, usually held during Thanksgiving 
week, marked the "emancipation" of the freshmen from upper-elass rules. 
The Humphreys collection contains five of these programs. 


Nov. 22, 1927 -— Emancipation Ceremony for Class of 1931. Master of 
ceremonies, Tony Spitzberg. — Presentation of Ky, B. D. Seamster. Re- 
sponse, Robert McGregor. Also on the program: Porter J. Byrd, Wm. F. 
Brumfield, K.A.Reed, E.Merrill Ainsworth. . 


Nov. 28, 1928 -- Freshman Key Services. Master of ceremonies, Thomas 
Huckaby. Presentation of Key, K.A.Reed. Response, J.C.Trout. Also on 
program: Bob Bowman, Harold Wales, U.A.Lovell, Mickey McGuire. 


Nov. 27, 1929 -- Freshman Key Services. Master of ceremonies, Paul X 
Williams. Presentation of Key, Gully Davis. Response, Tom Murphy. Also 
on program, Freshman Wasson and Robert A. Leflar. The eas pebdect 
was "Dormitory of Bygone Days." 


Nov. 26, 1930 — Freshman Key Services. 1 ar Willard ay? Prasenka® 
tion of Key, Tom Murphy. Response, Curtis Rodgérs: "Freshman Experi- 
ences" by Mike Simon, Address, Judge Geo. A. Masti 


Nov. 25. 1931 -- Freshman Key Senpicess M.C., Carlson Boothe. Pres— 
entation of Key, Robert Austin. -Response,- W. R. Berton. Addresses by 
Major A.L.Hamblen and Dean C.C.Fichtner. 


An interesting feature of the Key Services was the presence each 
year as long as he lived, of "Dean" Charlie Sims, the Negro janitor of 
the men's dormitories..-His. program topic was always "Call to Arms." 


-1958 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS : 
WASHINGTON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY = = =... 


President.........«+eD.D.Deaver, 609N.Mill St.,Springdale 

Vice-President.......d.Ernest Bunch, Elkins, Ark. 

Secretary-T reasurer..Tom C. Feathers, Box 237, Fayetteville 
. Recording Secretary..Miss Grace Albright, Fayetteville 


Edi Cons siete site wis in| sel ..W. J. Lemke, Box 237, Fayetteville 
DIRECTORS | : 
L. W. Searey, Springdale H. E. Henson, Springdale 
Mrs.Mertye M.Bagby,Fayetteville MissJobelle Holcombe,Fayetteville ~~ 
Fred McCuistion, Prairie Grove Sam Gearhart, Fayetteville 
Richard Ardemagni, Tontitown Roy Karnes, West Fork 


Miss Rowena Gallaway, Fayetteville 


38 


State Historical Meeting at Rogers 


‘the 1958 pyre ti of the Arkansas*Historical ipanesailon! was. held at.3 
Rogers May 2 and°3, with the Benton County Historical Society as host. 
A week of constant rain, with aterrific downpour on May 2, cut.the 
attendance sharply. However, the faithful came from as far. away as 
Jonesboro ard McGehee, G.R.Turrentine, retiring president of the state 
association, brought a delegation of eight history enthusiasts from 
Russellville. Local arrangments. and press coverage were excellent. At 
the Friday morning program at Monte Ne, -where, Miss Clara Kennan of 
Little Rock ~told the Coin Harvey story, photographers were almost as 
numerous as historians. 

The Washington County Historical Society participated in the aaering 
by promoting a visit to Prairie Grove Battlefield Park on May 3. Here 
the visitors enjoyed a picnic lunch of fried chicken, served by the 
Prairie Groge Lionettes and Women's Club, listed to an excellent 
program that included singing - by the Prairie Grove high, school girls! 
chorus and a re-telling of the story of the battle of Prairie Grove by 
Mrs. Peggy Parks and her 4th grade pupils. Fred McCuistion told the 
visitors of the plans for the Park development. 

Newly elected president of the state association is Judge J. rf Erwin 
of McGehee. Secretary is Dr.Walter Lee Brown of the history depart- 
ment, University of Arkansas. - Dues are $3 per year and dnelude, sub- 
scription to the Arkansas Historical Quarterly. 


POST OFFICE BOX NO.237 : 
Dear Mr. Lemke: 


‘Everyone was delighted with the wonderful program - planned for, the 
Arkansas Historical Association meeting . at Rogers, Monte Ne, Elkhorn 
Tavern, and Prairie Grove. It went off as scheduled with exceptions 
due to weather over which we had nocontrol, Alvin Seamster did a 
splendid job’ at Elkhorn, even if he could not walk us over the field 
and point out the various locations. Some .even made the trip from 
Callahan's to Fitzgerald's in the mud. ; 

I was most impressed by Prairie Grove. It is a fine illustration of 
what a village of 900 cando with leadership. A great work is being 
accomplished there. I note also that the enthusiasm for Battlefield 
Park is carrying over into other community affairs. 

G.R.Turrentine, Russellville 


Dear Sir: 

In your letter you ner toried that an article on James. Oates. of Cin- 
Cinnati would appear in the next issue of FLASHBACK , At the time of my 
birth, Oct. 16,°1885, my Father was working for James Oates in the 
Wagon Factory. We later moved on the farm just south of the Benton 
County line. This farm was a part of the Old Fort Wayne Reserve. The 
Fort was just across the line in Watts, Okla. I am looking forward to 
these copies of FLASHBACK, for they are very interesting to me. 

H.T .Smith, M.D., McGehee,Ark, 


FLASHBACK , published every two months by 


the Washington County Historical Society, Fayetteville, Arkansas 
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